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Ron: Well be 
even stronger 
next season 


RONALD Koeman insists 
there will not be many 
changes to the Saints squad 
this summer. 

The last two off-seasons have 
both seen some big name depar¬ 
tures from St Mary’s, with Koeman 
launching rebuilding jobs to great 
effect. 

There are inevitably rumours 
already circulating, with Victor 
Wanyama appearing the most likely 
to depart as he moves into the final 
year of his contract, writes ADAM 
LEITCH. 

However, with the likes of Virgil 


van Dijk and Fraser Forster signing 
new long-term deals this week, they 
look certain to stay 

Koeman is anticipating things will 
be quieter, but admitted that big 
clubs could still change that. 

He said: “We will not have many 
changes but we know the situa¬ 
tion. We know we are Southampton, 
and of course we try to keep every¬ 
body in but still for a Southampton 
football player if a big team in the 
Champions League comes it is al¬ 
ways interesting for the player. 

“That is normal and I can under¬ 
stand that.” 

He added: “I can mention to the 


club that nobody can leave but also I 
don’t make the last call in this club, 
that is by the board. Finally it is the 
board’s decision about the players.” 

Koeman, pictured, is set to sit 
down and discuss his future, along 
with the long-term plans for the 
club, with executive director Les 
Reed once Saints have played their 
final game of the season at home to 
Crystal Palace. 

He is hoping his squad will be 
stronger still next season. 

“I don’t know, it depends whether 
we can keep everyone for next sea¬ 
son,” he reflected. 

• Continued on page 4 
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SAINTS SPOTLIGHT 



Van Dijk: Let’s 
finish off the job 



EURO FIGHT: Virgil van Dijk 


Defender eyes 
Euro place and 
points record 

SAINTS will give every¬ 
thing they have against 
Crystal Palace at St 
Mary’s to ensure they 
make it another record 
breaking season - and 
qualify for the Europa 
League. 

Virgil van Dijk, the club’s 
newly crowned players’ player 
and fans’ player of the season, 
is ready to finish with a flour¬ 
ish on the Premier League’s 
final day, writes PETER HOW¬ 
ARD. 

After winning six of their last 
eight games, Saints bow out at 
St Mary’s still dreaming of big 
things. 

A victory would guarantee 
their best-ever Premier League 
points total and, depending on 
how West Ham and Manchester 
United get on, potentially a fifth 
place finish. 

It would be some way to end 
another excellent season under 
Ronald Koeman, who led Saints 
to a record breaking Prem cam¬ 
paign last season - coming in 
seventh on 60 points. 

“We know it is the last game, 
so we are going to give it our all 
like every single game we did 
the last couple of weeks,” van 
Dijk explained. 

“It is going to be an all-in 
game for us. 

“We want to win and hope¬ 
fully it is going to happen, with 
good football and a lot of goals. 
But it is going to be tough be¬ 
cause we didn’t beat them this 
year. 

“We want to just win the game 
and hopefully that is going to 
happen.” 

The central defender, 24, is 
urging Saints to start the game 
in similar fashion to the superb 
Manchester City 4-2 home vic¬ 
tory two weeks’ ago. 

Koeman’s men raced into a 2-0 
lead through Shane Long and 
Sadio Mane against City in the 
opening half-hour. 

“We need to play the same 
game we played the last couple 
of weeks, especially the first 
half against City was amaz¬ 
ing,” the Dutchman mused. 


“If we can start the game as 
good as we did then, win the 
game, keep a clean sheet and 
then celebrate hopefully after.” 

Palace are one of only three 
teams that Saints have not 
tasted victory against this 
term, having lost 1-0 at Selhurst 
Park and 2-1 in the FA Cup at St 
Mary’s in January 
That isn’t something that’s 
playing on their minds, though. 
“No, no, no. Not at all but 


that’s the only team, I think, 
we didn’t beat this year [apart 
from Leicester and Everton],” 
he said. 

“It is going to be a tough game, 
we are ready for it. It is our last 
game and we want to give it our 
all.” 

Palace will come to the south 
coast with their minds very 
much focused on their FA Cup 
final against Manchester Unit¬ 
ed next Saturday. 


A weakened team selection is 
expected to reflect that. 

And the Wembley final may 
have repercussions for Saints, 
if they finish seventh. 

It’s still ifs and huts, however, 
if United finish in the top-six 
and win the cup then seventh 
will be good enough to qualify 
for the Europa League. 

But if Palace take the crown, 
then they will claim the Eu¬ 
ropa place instead. 



Kelvin Davis plays his last game on Tuesday 


Kelvin: Club 
has come such 
a long way 


KELVIN Davis has 
reflected on how far 
Saints have come as 
he prepares for his last 
game after a decade at 
the club and admitted 
there was a time when 
the players couldn’t 
even get a boiled egg. 

Davis signs off his 
Saints playing career 
after ten years and more 
than 300 appearances 
with a testimonial game 
at St Mary’s on Tuesday 
night, with the current 
first team taking on a 
team of the club’s 
promotions heroes, 
including Rickie 
Lambert. 

The 39-year-old keeper 
has suffered some bad 
times at Saints, not least 
the club going into 
League One and 
entering administration, 
but has thrived on the 
renaissance. 

He said: “In 
administration time if 
you look at the lunch on 
the menu we have a 
fantastic new training 
ground, first class 
facilities, a first class 
canteen with two or 
three chefs with classy 
food. 

“Compare that to at 
one stage we couldn’t 
have a boiled egg 
because there were no 
eggs delivered that day 
and it was cereal and 
slice of toast for 
breakfast and a ham roll 
at lunchtime. 

“The club has come 
such a long way, and it’s 
not always been that 
way. 

“I’ve been here ten 


years and when I signed 
the idea was promotion 
in the first year. 

“We made signings 
then with Grzegroz 
Rasiak and Rudi Skacel 
and the aim was to be 
promoted then. 

“Not reaching those 
heights and maybe the 
club not being run in the 
right manner sent the 
club into administration 
with no funds. 

“To sit and think about 
the last two results 
against Man City and 
Spurs is quite 
unbelievable and shows 
what can be achieved 
with good management 
and an attitude to do 
well.” 

• TICKETS for the 
game are priced £14 for 
adults, £7 for over-65s 
and 17-21s and £5 for 
under-17s 

They are available to 
purchase from the St 
Mary’s Ticket Office, 
online via tickets. 
saintsfc.co.uk or by 
phone on 02381 780780. 

Kelvin has chosen to 
support the Liver and 
Pancreatic Cancer 
Research & 
Development Charity, 
who are based in 
Southampton. 

Hospitality packages 
are also available, with 
prices starting from just 
£35 inc VAT per person 
for the Saints Bar, £85 
inc VAT per person for 
the Lounge Package, 

120 inc VAT per person 
for the Club Package 
and £145 per person for 
the Executive Boxes. 
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Cherries owe us! 

Koeman hoping 
Howe’s men will 
do Saints a favour 


RONALD Koeman has ad¬ 
mitted he will be cheering 
on Bournemouth, Stoke and 
West Brom on Sunday as 
Saints bid to secure another 
shot at European football. 

Saints know they need to finish 
fifth or sixth to guarantee European 
football. Seventh will mean they are 
reliant on Manchester United win¬ 
ning the FA Cup while eighth would 
see them miss out, writes ADAM 
LEITCH. 

While Saints take on Crystal Pal¬ 
ace at St Mary’s on the final day, the 
Cherries travel to United, Stoke host 
West Ham and Liverpool go to West 
Brom. 

Koeman smiled: “I like to be first 
a Southampton fan and then after 
Southampton I support Stoke, then 
West Brom, and then finally I will 
support and hope Bournemouth get 
a win on Old Trafford. 

“It is only the big thing for them to 
miss this season because they did a 
good job.” 

Of the Cherries support, Koeman 
joked: “We gave them three points 
when we played over there and they 
can do something back.” 

Saints have been hoping for a re¬ 
turn to the Europa League after 
they crashed out in the qualification 
stages at the start of this season. 
Koeman is taking nothing for grant¬ 
ed, but does want the chance to put 
things right. 

“Of course if we get the chance we 
will do,” he said. 

“I did not change a lot in the quali¬ 
fication matches for the Europa 
League because we like to be part 
of Europe because for the club it’s 
amazing and the fans. 

“We know the difficulty between 
the Europa League on a Thursday 
and the Premier League on a Sunday 
but I think our squad also for this 
season and we hope for next season 
will be strong enough to compete in 
different competitions.” 

A big boost for Saints would be if 
they could finish in a position which 
sends them straight into the group 
stages rather than the qualification 
system. 

“That will be the best because then 
you get a normal pre-season and 


TARGETING RECORDS: Ronald Koeman 

together a normal pre-season is the 
best for the season,” reflected Koe¬ 
man. 

Saints go into the Palace game in 
seventh place on 60 points. That was 
exactly how they finished last sea¬ 
son, and both are Premier League 


era records for the club, meaning 
they have the chance to go even bet¬ 
ter this term. 

“To get that chance is already fan¬ 
tastic and if you reach it it will be 
incredible,” reflected Koeman. 

“We know in football it’s difficult 


and we spoke about last season be¬ 
ing a special one and now one game 
to go we can beat that record and we 
can beat the seventh record. That’s 
amazing, but let’s first do it and 
then we have time enough to enjoy 
what happened this season.” 



Koeman: We can be stronger next season - if top players stay 


• From front page 

“Then yes, I still believe in developing 
the team and the individual players and 
the players learn from his first Premier 
League season like Virgil and Clasie, 
Cedric Soares, because that makes the 


team even stronger. 

“Maybe we can sign a very good player 
and every season we like to have a better 
team.” 

Koeman is hoping to add to his squad, 
but wouldn’t reveal in what positions. 


“That’s not good,” he said. “First we 
need to play Sunday and then after it’s 
maybe a better time to talk about. 

“If you talk about different positions 
that means that I’m not happy with the 
players that can play out of that position 


and that’s not the respect I like to give to 
my players.” 

When asked how many players he was 
targeting, he replied: “It’s always difficult 
and depends on a lot of circumstances 
what happens in the summer.” 



Alan Pardew 


Pardew 
warning 
for Ade 

ALAN Pardew has told 
Emmanuel Adebayor he has 
two games with which to 
convince him he deserves a 
new contract. 

The striker joined Crystal 
Palace as a free agent during 
the January transfer window 
and has contributed only one 
goal towards them securing 
their Premier League status 
and reaching next week’s FA 
Cup final against Manchester 
United. 

He arrived on a short-term 
contract until the end of the 
season with the option of a 
further 12 months but though 
a high-profile player, he will 
not learn his fate until the 
season is over. 

Pardew has already spoken 
of his plans to strengthen 
Palace’s squad in the 
summer, and Marouane 
Chamakh is expected to leave 
when his contract expires, 
but regarding 32-year-old 
Adebayor the manager said: 
“He hasn’t had a lot of starts 
but we have still got two big, 
big games to go (against 
Southampton on Sunday and 
against United in the Cup). 

“The decision we make on 
Ade will be on these two big 
games.” 

Victory at St Mary’s on 
Sunday could yet secure a 
12th-placed finish for Palace, 
but Pardew will rest Wilfried 
Zaha and Wayne Hennessey 
in preparation for next week’s 
final at Wembley. 

He is also without Joe 
Ledley, who he rates as “SO¬ 
SO” to feature at Euro 2016 
with Wales, because of a 
fractured fibula. 

In Hennessey’s absence, 
club favourite Julian Speroni 
will start and equal Palace’s 
appearance record for a 
goalkeeper. The 37-year-old 
Argentinian will go level with 
John Jackson on 388 
appearances and Pardew 
said: “Speroni will play. I want 
to play him because he 
equals the record in this 
game. 

“Although the 

sentimentality isn’t really the 
top of my agenda as a 
manager, on this occasion it 
is.” 
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Cherries boss backing Rooney to be midfield star for United 



Manchester United’s Wayne Rooney 


BOURNEMOUTH manager 
Eddie Howe believes that 
Wayne Rooney’s changing 
position in the Manchester 
United squad will extend his 
footballing career. 

United boss Louis van Gaal 
has been playing Rooney in 
midfield since their 2-0 win 
over Crystal Palace in April. 

The Red Devils captain joined 
United in August 2004 and 
is just five goals away from 
equalling Bobby Charlton’s 
record of 249 goals for the club 
but Howe believes the 30-year- 
old will be a hit wherever he 
plays. 

He said: “I am a massive 
Rooney fan, I have been for a 
number of years. 

“I don’t think it matters what 
position he plays, I just think 
he is a really good footballer. 

“You don’t score the amount 
of goals he scores without 
being a top player. 

“I have done similar with a 
few of my players (moved them 
into the midfield), so out-and- 
out number nines who you 


would have considered out- 
and-out goalscorers like Brett 
Pitman we ended up playing 
deeper. 

“I think when you look at the 
attributes of Wayne Rooney, 
you look at his technical 
ability, his knowledge, his 
understanding and also players 
like that do not lose the habit 
of scoring goals no matter 
what position they play, they 
find areas to score goals on the 
pitch. 

“I think it is a clever move 
and one that will prolong his 
career.” 

In December, goals from 
Junior Stanislas and Joshua 
King saw Bournemouth beat 
Manchester United 2-1 at the 
Vitality Stadium. 

The Cherries have failed to do 
the double over any side this 
season and Howe knows beating 
United on Sunday would be the 
perfect end to the season. 

He said: “It would mean 
everything. 

“For us getting the double, 
it is about giving a good 


performance and making sure 
mentally we are where we need 
to be. 

“The final league game of the 
season, it is a big game for us 
as well. I am expecting a good 
atmosphere, I am expecting 
a team that’s wanting to win 
and we need to be at our best 
levels.” 

Midfielder Harry Arter played 
86 minutes of the game in 
December just days after the 
death of his daughter at birth. 

Looking back at the game, 
Howe believes it was the 
turning point for their season. 

He said: “I think it was a 
momentous week for us. 

“I think that game will always 
have that link with Harry and 
his personal situation so my 
memories, when thinking of 
that game, go straight to him 
and how well the squad united. 

“(His performance) was 
incredible. It was a really 
emotional night before the 
game as well as afterwards and 
it just goes to show how well we 
support each other.” 


Howe hails size of Bournemouth 
achievement in avoiding the drop 



THE relegation of Newcastle, Aston 
Villa and Norwich from the Barclays 
Premier League has brought home 
to Bournemouth manager Eddie 
Howe the size of his side’s achieve¬ 
ment in staying up. 

Newcastle and Norwich dropped into the 
Sky Bet Championship on Wednesday night 
as a consequence of Sunderland’s victory 
over Everton, with the Magpies having spent 
£80million on new players to no avail. 

Howe’s men have never truly been drawn 
into the relegation scrap despite their small¬ 
er stature and budget, and the failure of big¬ 
ger clubs to survive has made him realise 
what an astonishing feat that is. 

Howe said: “When you look at the size of 
the clubs that have gone down, their history, 
their fan base, the size of the grounds, it does 
bring home the size of the achievement that 
our players have done. 

“At the start of the season no one would 
have given us a chance of staying up and then 
we got the injuries and we had a choice which 
way we went from that moment. 

“We went and stood up and faced it and have 
done really well and I don’t think we should 
underestimate what the players have done 
when you consider the pressure, it was nice 
not to be involved (in the relegation battle) in 
that moment.” 

Howe is also delighted that Bournemouth 
will be involved in one of the few Premier 
League games on Sunday still with some¬ 
thing riding on the outcome. 

The Cherries round off their maiden top¬ 


flight campaign with a trip to Old Trafford, 
where hosts Manchester United must win to 
stand any chance of qualifying for next sea¬ 
son’s Champions League. 

Louis van Gaal’s men can still finish fourth 


if they win and bitter rivals Manchester City 
lose at Swansea, and Howe cannot wait for 
his side to have a say on the key remaining 
outstanding issue in the English top flight. 

Howe added: “It is nice to be involved in a 


game that means something. 

“The last few games have been difficult for 
us because we have not been a team that are 
used to not having that competitive edge. 

“In the last few seasons there has always 
been something on every game and we have 
become very accustomed to it and embraced 
the pressure and relished it in some ways.” 

Meanwhile, Howe claims Jayden Stockley 
has been a victim of Bournemouth’s success 
after the striker signed a pre-contract deal 
with Ladbrokes Premiership side Aberdeen. 

Stockley made his Cherries debut in 2009 at 
the age of 16, with the south coast club then 
playing in the fourth tier. 

A number of loan deals have followed for 
the 22-year-old, the latest at Sky Bet League 
Two side Exeter this season, while Bourne¬ 
mouth have since risen to earn a place in the 
Premier League. 

Grecians manager Paul Tisdale has twice 
offered Stockley a permanent deal but the 
forward has opted to head north of the bor¬ 
der instead, and Howe holds no grudges. 

The Cherries boss said: “We wish him well, 
he is a player that has been with us a long 
time and has probably been a victim of our 
success and the speed of our success. 

“He is someone who we rated very highly 
when we were in the League Two days. But 
the team has moved forward, now we are in 
the Premier League it becomes more and 
more difficult for younger players to come 
through. 

“We wish him well, it is a good move for 
him at Aberdeen and we hope he goes on to 
huge success.” 
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Ritchie hopes good can still 
come out Otters disbanding 



Td like a smaller 
team to benefit 
from the facilities’ 

AFTER 34 years with Otter- 
bourne, committee man Ian 
Ritchie would like to see 
some good come out of the 
club disbanding. 

Much as it pains him to think of the 
Otters never gracing their Oakwood 
Park home again, he hopes another 
club from lower down the local foot¬ 
ball ladder will make use of the facil¬ 
ity 

The irony of Otterbourne’s tragic 
demise is that it comes at the end of 
their most successful ever season, 
writes Wendy Gee. 

Having finished runners-up in the 
Hampshire Premier League and 
emerged victorious in both the Hamp¬ 
shire Intermediate Cup and Andover 
Floodlit Cup, they should have been 
pushing onwards and upwards into 
the Wessex ranks as neighbours AFC 
Stoneham have done. 

But, alas for the Otters, the 53-year- 
old club reached what Ritchie refers 
to as “the glass ceiling”, trapped by 
Otterbourne Parish Council’s stead¬ 
fast refusal to entertain the idea of 
floodlights at the ground. 

Ritchie said: “Knowing that the 
club was at its strongest ever on the 
field, the committee approached rep¬ 
resentatives of the Parish Council 
last October to ask for a meeting with 
the full council to discuss the possi¬ 
bility of floodlights. 

“Hopes were dashed when the coun¬ 
cil met and rejected the notion with¬ 
out granting the club the courtesy of 
a hearing. 

“The Otters committee then investi¬ 
gated other avenues such as ground 
share or developing new facilities 
elsewhere, but without success.” 

Manager Richard Luffman knew it 
would be an impossible job to keep 
the team together without the po¬ 
tential to progress, and it was with 
a heavy heart that he submitted his 
resignation last Saturday after the 
Otters had played their last ever 
game. 

It was supposed to have been a 
league match but, with Liss Athletic 
unable to raise a side, Otterbourne 
staged a charity game to mark the 
end of an era. 

The Hampshire village’s loss now 
becomes Alresford Town’s gain with 
the bulk of the club moving on to Ar- 
lebury Park where Luffman was this 
week unveiled as new first-team boss. 

“The committee were well aware 
that if the manager and top play¬ 
ers were lost to higher leagues then, 
once again, it would be back to the 
drawing board,” said Ritchie. “For 
a long-serving committee with over 


a combined 300 years’ service to the 
club and, having lost three previous 
managers and teams due to the same 
problem, the appetite just was not 
there (to continue).” 

Ritchie’s hope now is that Oakwood 
Park might help another team from 
lower down the leagues progress. 

“Maybe a Southampton League 
club, who are trapped because they 
haven’t got a ground just as we were 
trapped without floodlights, might 
see a move to Otterbourne as the op¬ 


portunity to climb to the Hampshire 
League,” he said. 

“Someone like Hiltingbury or an¬ 
other club based in the Eastleigh/ 
Chandler’s Ford area would maybe 
like to become Otterbourne 2016 or 
Otterbourne United. 

“We’d certainly facilitate that and 
be willing to help them get to know 
the ground.” 

While Ritchie, who turns 67 next 
week, is happy to help out at Alres¬ 
ford, he does not want an official title. 


“Going to Alresford means a group 
of people can stick together, which 
is great,” he said. “I’ve got a season- 
ticket at St Mary’s and I don’t want a 
formal role. But I would be happy to 
help behind the scenes.” 

Ritchie’s 34 years as an Otter is bet¬ 
tered by club treasurer Jack Good- 
child who was there from the start 
in 1962 when the club started life as 
North End Old Boys. “Jack’s 75 now 
and he won’t be going to Alresford. 
He’ll retire,” said Ritchie. 


Luffman: I 
could see 
this coming 

OTTERBOURNE’S demise 
was a sad day for team boss 
Richard Luffman, but he had 
long known it was on the 
cards. 

With the local parish council 
blocking the upgrade of 
facilities at Oakwood Park, 
there was nowhere for the 
Puma Engineering Hampshire 
Premier League runners-up to 
go. 

“The closure had been on 
the horizon for some time,” 
he reflected. 

“We’ve been ready for three 
years to be promoted, but 
always the facilities have held 
us back. 

“We wanted to test 
ourselves at a higher level, 
but the parish council 
blocked the plans to build the 
facilities. 

“It’s the third separate 
occasion this has happened - 
it happened to Otterbourne 
teams under Dave Diaper and 
Terry Chapman in the past, so 
we’re not the first ones. 

“It’s a huge shame. This is 
our club. 

“You just have to visit our 
Facebook group to see how 
much of a community it is and 
how much it means to 
everyone, but there are only 
so many times you can have 
the door shut in your faces. 

“We had to make the 
decision (to fold). 

“We didn’t want to lose all 
the players and be back to 
square one again.” 

Committee member Ian 
Ritchie - 34 years an Otters 
man - agreed that the club’s 
closure came as no great 
surprise. 

“We’d lived with the 
decision for a few weeks and, 
because of that, it didn’t 
come as a shock,” he said. 

“We tried to do things 
properly by informing the 
league because they’ll have 
plans to make for next 
season. 

“We told those who needed 
to know because it was the 
proper thing to do. 

“Ironically, football-wise, 
this comes at the end of our 
best season ever. 

“At the end of the day, 
grass roots football is the 
loser and a club with 53 years 
of achievement passes into 
history.” 



Richard Luffman. 
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Trevor Ingram 


Beck eager to return to management 


FAR from being put off management 
by his sobering Alresford Town experi¬ 
ence, Martin Beck would like to get in¬ 
volved again. 

He would preferably like to work with 
coach Andy Darnton - but not immedi¬ 
ately 

“I’ve got a cruciate operation in three 
weeks’ time which will keep me out of 
action for two months,” he explained. 


“I couldn’t have done pre-season and 
that’s something else that was in the 
back of my mind at Alresford. 

“I’ve had a couple of offers from people 
but, until the operation’s out of the way, 
I don’t want to commit to anything - and 
I don’t want to go to a club where they 
don’t help you in any way 
“We had no physio at Alresford and I 
was going on the pitch with the physio 


bag and there was nothing in it! 

“I felt sorry for (chairman) Trevor In¬ 
gram too. 

“He was running the tea hut and all 
sorts and I told him he shouldn’t be do¬ 
ing that as chairman. 

“It all got to him as well. 

“It’s a shame it’s ended like this but, 
without wanting to sound bitter, I’m 
happy to be away from it all.” 


Departing boss Martin gives 
best wishes to his successor 


No hard feelings 
as Beck bows out 
of Alresford Town 



MARTIN Beck has wished his 
successor Richard Luffman 
all the best for his new job as 
manager of Alresford Town. 

There are no hard feelings from 
Beck, who is relieved to have got out 
of Arlebury Park after the most gru¬ 
elling of seasons. 

Luffman has moved across from 
Hampshire Premier League outfit 
Otterbourne who have sadly folded 
after 53 years. 

He is taking with him his Otters 
management team and many of the 
players who distinguished them¬ 
selves last season as Hampshire Pre¬ 
mier League runners-up and winners 
of the Hampshire Intermediate and 
Andover Floodlit cups. 

Together they will be bidding to get 
Alresford back on their feet again 
after the misery of finishing second- 
to-bottom of the Sydenhams Premier 
Division. 

In Beck’s book, a fresh start is just 
what the Magpies need and he said: 
“I’ve known Richard for a few years. 
Good luck to him. I hope he does well. 

“He’s got some good young players 
coming through from Otterbourne.” 

Beck has no regrets about leaving 
the Magpies. As managerial baptisms 
of fire go, this was hellish. 

When he and Jeremy Stagg were 
appointed in May 2014, the task of 
succeeding Tim Cole and Danny Rob¬ 
inson was always going to be a tough 
one with the bulk of the playing staff 
having followed the mega-successful 
duo to Winchester City 

But, come the end of that year, the 
burden on Beck mounted when Stagg 
left due to personal reasons. 

The Magpies finished 16th last 
term, just eight points clear of the 
relegation zone, and had been look¬ 
ing for a more comfortable ride in 
2015/16. 

But, despite having more than 70 
players signed on, there were times 
when Beck struggled to get a team 
together. 

Beck, who followed chairman Tre¬ 
vor Ingram out of the club, said: 
“Trevor resigned because he was 


Former Alresford Town boss Martin Beck 

getting no help and, with the Otter¬ 
bourne people coming in, it made it 
easy for me to get out. I wasn’t enjoy¬ 
ing it one bit. 

“I had no help, no physio, I had to 
wash the kit myself and I was getting 
let down by players. 

“On a Thursday I’d have 16 or 17 
available, but come the Saturday I 
would get 11 or 12 and some wouldn’t 
even tell me they weren’t coming. 

“Andy Darnton came in to do the 


coaching and I learned a lot from 
him, but often we’d only have six or 
seven at training. 

“We were going out of our way to do 
it all and not getting anything back. 

“When you’re not enjoying it, it 
rubs off on the players. Darts didn’t 
really enjoy it either. 

The upshot was that Alresford 
- Wessex Premier runners-up in 
2012/13 and 2013/14 - are staring Di¬ 
vision One football in the face after 


ending a turbulent season second- 
from-bottom. 

But though 35-year-old Beck often 
felt like quitting, he toughed the job 
out. 

“I could easily have gone at Christ¬ 
mas,” he said. 

“I knew I was on a hiding to noth¬ 
ing, but it would have been too easy 
to jump ship,” he said. 

“It got terrible in the end - but at 
least I’ve still got my hairline intact!” 


Defender 

released 

FORMER Saints and 
Eastleigh defender Aaron 
Martin has been released by 
Sky Bet League One outfit 
Coventry City. 

Sky Blues’ boss Tony 
Mowbray said that not 
offering the 26-year-old 
“model professional” a new 
deal was the hardest decision 
he had to make when 
finalising his end-of-season 
retained list. 

Mowbray, who released ten 
players last Monday, 
admitted: “It was a tough 
decision - probably the 
toughest of them all because 
he has done everything I have 
asked of him. 

“He’s a fantastic lad and I 
haven’t got anything negative 
to say about him, but he just 
falls a bit short of the central 
defender I want for this 
football club, to be the man 
who can dominate the back 
line.” 

Photofit 

“I have a photofit of how I 
see central defenders. 

“I want them to come in and 
be aggressive and, at times, 
go to war and be leaders and 
men.” 

Martin, who was born on the 
Isle of Wight and grew up in 
Southampton, was handed 
his first taste of senior 
football by former Eastleigh 
boss Ian Baird before getting 
his professional break with 
Southampton, during Alan 
Pardew’s time in charge at St 
Mary’s, in the autumn of 2009. 

After loan spells with 
Salisbury City, Crystal Palace 
and Coventry, his Saints 
contract was ended by 
mutual consent in January 
2014. 

Spells with Birmingham City 
and Yeovil Town followed 
before he signed an 18-month 
contract with Coventry in 
January last year. 

Trials date 

EASTLEIGH are holding trials 
for their new senior women’s 
football team next week. 

Potential players for 
Eastleigh FC Ladies will be 
put through their paces at the 
Silverlake Stadium next 
Friday (May 20, 6.30-8pm). 

For more information ring 
023 8061 3361 or email 
mcastle@eastleighfc.com 



Aaron Martin 
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New boss Luffman bringing 
bulk of Otters side with him 



Management and 
players moving 
on after club folds 

NEW Alresford Town boss 
Richard Luffman will be tak¬ 
ing a ready-made spirit of to¬ 
getherness into the Magpies’ 
nest. 

Joining him in the new venture will 
be the bulk of the management team 
and playing personnel that made Ot- 
terbourne’s 53rd and final year of ex¬ 
istence such a memorable one before 
the club sadly folded last weekend. 

Under Luffman’s inspired leader¬ 
ship the Otters finished a best-ever 
second in the Hampshire Premier 
League and lifted the Hampshire 
Intermediate and Andover Floodlit 
cups. 

They also flew the HPL flag through 
to the semi-finals of the Russell Cotes 
Cup before bowing out to Graham 
Rix’s AFC Portchester, writes Wendy 
Gee. 

It was the culmination of three-and- 
a-half years’ hard work by Luffman 
whose impressive track record of 
transforming Otterbourne from no- 
hopers to trophy winners should lift 
the spirits of all Alresford fans for 
whom 2015/16 was a season to forget. 

Luffman, a 30-year-old recruitment 
company director from Eastleigh, 
recalled: “When I took over at Otter- 
bourne, they were bottom and con¬ 
ceding more than 100 goals a season. 

“It’s similar to what I’m walking 
into at Alresford.” 

A former centre-forward for Otter- 
bourne, Winchester Castle and Bish¬ 
ops Waltham, Luffman openly admits 
that he didn’t exactly set the world 
alight as a player. 

But management suits him and he 
reckons team spirit is the key ingre¬ 
dient for success. 

He laughed: “My footballing pedi¬ 
gree isn’t good. I actually signed 
for Alresford six or seven seasons 
ago and only played two pre-season 
friendlies! 

“But I’ve taken to management and 
had three-and-a-half brilliant years 
at Otterbourne where we had a real 
closeness and togetherness which 
the committee bought into as well. 

“We had great team spirit - there 
are 20 of us from Otterbourne going 
to Marbella in June - and that’s some¬ 
thing we’ll try to instil at Alresford.” 

Alresford’s season was the polar op¬ 
posite of Otterbourne’s with depart¬ 
ing manager Martin Beck feeling let 
down by certain players as the club 
trailed home a miserable 20th out of 
21 in the Sydenhams Premier stand¬ 
ings. 

Luffman hopes for a reprieve from 
relegation but, if not, he is confident 
of building a team to bounce straight 
back up from Division One. 


Striker Tom Sands, scorer of 54 Ot¬ 
ters goals last term, is expected to be 
among the first to pen forms for the 
Magpies, along with ex-Winchester 
City midfielder Chris Mason and Ot¬ 
terbourne skipper Sam Doswell who 
will don the Alresford armband. 

Luffman is also taking his manage¬ 
ment team of Marc Cole (assistant 
manager/goalkeeper coach) and 
Sam Veal (physio) with him, while 
Doswell’s brother Ryan will come in 
as co-assistant, replacing Liam Davis 


who wants to go back to playing. 

Steve Harrod will again be Luff- 
man’s reserve team manager assisted 
by George Black. 

“We’ll have a side at Alresford 
which could comfortably compete 
in the Wessex Premier, if we do get a 
reprieve, or at the top end of Wessex 
One,” pledged Luffman. 

“The hardest thing has been keep¬ 
ing the Otterbourne lads together 
because every one of them has had 
Wessex clubs on the phone. 


“But we’ve not lost any players yet 
and we probably need four or five 
additions to make us competitive. 
We’ve got some quite good contacts.” 

If Alresford are relegated, their 
new boss predicts that some of the 
toughest competition will come from 
familiar quarters. 

“If we’re in Wessex One, we’re go¬ 
ing to be up against some of our old 
Hampshire League foes like AFC 
Stoneham, Baffins (Milton Rovers) 
and Hamble Club and I think they 
will be the teams to beat,” he said. 

“Ideally we’d like Wessex Premier 
football. If not, it’s a case of getting 
back up as quickly as possible. 

“We’ve set ourselves a three-year 
target of being a top-eight Wessex 
Premier side.” 

Alresford’s recent troubles are in 
stark contrast to the golden years 
of 2012-2014 when they twice fin¬ 
ished Premier runners-up and won 
trophies galore under Tim Cole and 
Danny Robinson. 

“If we have half as much success 
as those two, I’ll be happy,” conclud¬ 
ed Luffman. 


Cup glory 
goal joy 

HAMBLE Club have left the 
Puma Engineering Hampshire 
Premier League on a high. 

The Villagers, given the 
green light to join the 
Sydenhams Wessex League 
next season, lifted the PEHPL 
Senior Cup with a 2-0 win 
over Liss Athletic. 

Liam Crook, voted man-of- 
the-match, got victory 
underway, scoring direct 
from a 34th-minute corner. 

The final remained on a 
knife edge until the 86th 
minute when Hamble were 
awarded a disputed free-kick 
and Crook’s delivery from the 
left was turned into his own 
net by defender Craig Ralph. 

Liss had earlier won the 
Combination Cup final by 
beating Hamble Club 
Reserves 2-1. It completed a 
league/cup double for the 
Liss second string, 
champions of Combination 
East. 



Liam Crook of Hamble Club 
collects the man-of-the-match 
award from PEHPL president 
Jim Garcia. 

PUMA ENGINEERING 
HAMPSHIRE PREMIER LEAGUE 
TOP SCORERS 

Senior Division 

39 - Tom Sands (Otterbourne) 

24 - Lenny Burney (Liss Athletic) 
23 - James Thomspon (Hamble 
Club) 

22 - Ricky Bull (Hamble Club) 

19 - Babucarr Bojang (GK 
Southampton) 

18 - Tom Mason (Bush Hill) 

17 - Steve Harding (Liphook Utd) 

16 - Alex Miroy (Liss Athletic), 
Steve Hall (Otterbourne) 

15 - Darren Ferguson (Clanfield), 
Bradley Fairweather (Baffins 
Milton Rovers) 

Division One 

33 - Steve Brown (Four Marks) 

17 - Shane Lock (Andover Lions) 
15 - Andy Brown (Hayling Utd) 

14 - Shane Vidler (Broughton), 
Ben Rankin (Broughton) 

13 - Tom Munday (Upham) 

10 - Jack Ormiston (Upham) 



Four Marks’ Steve Brown 
receives the Hampshire 
Premier League Division One 
golden boot medal from the 
league’s deputy chairman 
Bryan Clarke. 
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Big changes for Spitfires as 
Todd releases eight players 



Josh Payne, left 


CHRIS Todd would be the 
first to admit that drawing up 
his end-of-season retained 
list was not his idea of fun. 

The decision to release eight play¬ 
ers after narrowly missing out on 
the Vanarama National League play¬ 
offs was undoubtedly a tough one for 
Eastleigh’s 34-year-old rookie boss 
after just eight months in manage¬ 
ment. 

Lee Cook, Josh Payne, Will Evans, 
skipper Paul Reid, Jack Midson, 
Matty Fanimo, Raid Mohamed and 
young goalkeeper Lewis Noice have 
all reached the end of the Silverlake 
road as Todd plots a new path to pro¬ 
motion next term. 

Todd said: “It’s the job and you have 
to make those decisions. It ain’t nice, 
but it makes you stronger. 

“When you know the players as peo¬ 
ple and you’ve worked with them as 
players, it’s difficult, but I felt it was 
the right thing to do. 

“The club have missed out on pro¬ 
motion for the last two seasons and 
things had gone a bit stale. 

“Eastleigh need to progress and, to 
do that, it needs change. 

“It’s nothing personal against the 
players we’ve released. They’ve all 
been good servants and I thank them 
for their efforts. 

“I’ve had some big calls to make. 
Hopefully it’ll be for the right rea¬ 
sons.” 

Parting company with Reid, 34, and 
Lee Cook, 33, was perhaps not such a 
huge surprise given their ages. 

But what has really stunned some 
Spitfires fans is the decision to let go 
of midfielder Payne and, in particu¬ 
lar, Evans, who are 25 and 24 respec¬ 
tively 

Todd said: “Will’s young, but he’s on 
experienced pro’s wages. 

“It wasn’t a question of youth, 
mostly it was inconsistency 

“Will had some great games for us, 
but the consistency of the team let us 
down towards the end of the season.” 

Evans was a versatile squad mem¬ 


ber, but that ultimately went against 
him as his three-year stay at the Sil¬ 
verlake drew to a close. 

“Will never really had a position,” 
said the boss. “We turned him into a 
centre-half, but when he came to the 
club he was a midfielder. 

“He needs to find his feet and decide 


where he’s going to play. 

“Will did nothing wrong, but it just 
didn’t feel right to keep him.” 

Todd, who this week tied up expe¬ 
rienced midfielder Andy Drury on 
a new two-year deal and confirmed 
that Ben Strevens had committed to 
another season as player/assistant 


manager, has cleared up any confu¬ 
sion over his position. 

The 34-year-old Welshman clari¬ 
fied: “I’ve got a rolling contract and 
I’m staying. That’s why I’m making 
these big calls. 

“Stew (chairman Stewart Donald) 
has given me his full backing.” 


Pirates at 
RayMac 

SALISBURY legend Darrell 
Clarke is taking his newly- 
promoted Bristol Rovers 
team to the Raymond 
McEnhill Stadium for a pre¬ 
season friendly. 

The Pirates - who went up 
as Conference play-off 
winners last year - snapped 
up the last automatic 
promotion spot from League 
Two with a last-gasp 2-1 
victory over Dagenham & 
Redbridge. 

Lee Brown plundered 
Rovers’ stoppage-time winner 
as they came back from 
behind against the relegated 
Daggers. 

Guided 

Clarke’s side lost just one 
of their final 14 games to 
return to the third tier for the 
first time since being 
relegated in 2011. 

Before that, they will be 
visiting Old Sarum on 
Saturday, July 9 (12 noon). 

In Clarke’s three-year spell 
at the old Salisbury City, he 
guided the Whites from the 
Southern Premier to non- 
League football’s elite. 

The newly-formed club will 
be one tier below the 
Southern Premier next 
season, in the Southern One 
South & West, having lifted 
the Sydenhams Premier 
crown at the first attempt. 

In addition to playing Bristol 
Rovers, Salisbury have 
confirmed a date with 
Portsmouth on Tuesday, July 
19 (7.45pm). 




Sorrento & Naples 
Fantastic Late Deal 

8 days from £369 Flying direct from 
Bournemouth, 7 June 2016 

‘Built between the sky and the sea’ and looking out over 
blue waters, Sorrento is one of the Mediterranean’s 
greatest treasures. BUT HURRY! At these sensational 
prices, places are going fast! 

Tour highlights 

y/ Seven nights’ bed and breakfast at a three-star hotel 
which will be allocated upon your arrival (half-board & 
other named hotels available at great value supplements) 
Return flights to Italy 
V Return airport-to-hotel transfers 
*/ The services of a friendly, experienced resort 
based manager 

Your hotel will be situated either along the Sorrento Peninsula or in the resort of Sant’Agata 


Reader Offer 


>1 Newmarket 

Holidays 





Daily Echo 


call 0330 160 7751 


Visit www.newmarket.travel/ncsl5264 



These holidays are organised & operated by Newmarket Air Holidays Ltd. ABTA V7812. AT0L protected 
2325. Subject to availability. Single supplements apply Standard phone charges 


IIABTA 

Travel with confidence 
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Ash Tattersall (red and black) 


Tattersall strike rounds of Fareham’s demolition job 


FANS’ favourite Ash Tattersall had 
the last word as Fareham Town end¬ 
ed a long and difficult season with a 
6-0 demolition of Verwood Town. 

Despite all the problems the wet 
winter inflicted on their Cams Al¬ 
ders pitch, Steve Stone’s Creeksiders 
managed a creditable 12th-placed 
finish this season in the Sydenhams 
Premier Division. 

It was no mean feat considering 
Fareham had to cram in 13 league 
games from the beginning of April 
to clear the fixture backlog. 

Liam Kimber got town’s end-of-sea- 


son party started, coolly rounding 
the ’keeper before slotting home the 
llth-minute opener. 

Two goals from Simon Woods made 
it 3-0 at half-time and it would have 
been four had Jake Naylor not been 
denied by the crossbar. 

Venom 

Benny Read’s 50th-minute fourth 
was hit with such venom that the net 
came off the frame of the goal! 

Sub George Davis nodded in num¬ 
ber five and the final say went to 
newly-crowned supporters’ player- 


of-the-season Tattersall who blasted 
in goal number six with 84 minutes 
on the clock. 

The drubbing was sweet revenge 
for the 4-0 defeat Fareham had suf¬ 
fered at Verwood’s Potterne Park 
back in February. 

Fareham Town awards 2015-16 - 
Supporters’ player of the season: 
Ash Tattersall, Manager’s player: 
Luke Heard, Players’ player: Marley 
Ridge, Most improved player: Luke 
Heard, Goal of the season: Andy 
Maunders (v Folland Sports), Top 
goalscorer: Simon Woods. 



Portland United captain Lewis Whyton lifts 
the Sydenhams Wessex League Division 
One trophy 


Bailey praises United’s loyal 
players after title success 


PORTLAND United boss Gary 
Bailey praised the loyalty 
of his players after lifting 
the Sydenhams Wessex One 
crown. 

The Blues only returned to the Wes¬ 
sex structure from the Dorset Pre¬ 
mier League (DPL) last summer and, 
according to Bailey, the move came 
just in the nick of time. 

“We were conscious that if we 
didn’t make the step up (from the 
DPL), the team would probably break 
up and that would have been a real 
shame,” he said. 


“We always knew what we had here 
and always trusted this squad. 

“These players have shown a great 
loyalty with their last couple of sea¬ 
sons in the DPL. They could have 
quite easily taken the opportunity to 
play up, but they wanted to see this 
club up where it belongs. 

Hard work 

“With the hard work of the chair¬ 
man, the committee and everyone 
else, they have grasped the opportu¬ 
nity with both hands and we cannot 
fault them. 

“All the figures add up to say we are 


deserved champions at the end of the 
day, I don’t think anyone can deny 
that. We’ve been top since around 
September and the boys have been 
brilliant from start to finish.” 

Asked if it was his proudest sea¬ 
son in management, Bailey replied: 
“Of course, it was a step into the un¬ 
known for me as well as a manager. 

“The boys we have brought in have 
all gelled and bought into the ethos of 
the dressing room. 

“Once you are in it and you are ac¬ 
cepted, it’s a fantastic place to be. 

“They have played for each other 
and represented the club fantasti¬ 


cally well.” 

The bulk of Portland’s squad have 
already indicated they are staying 
for the challenge of Sydenhams Pre¬ 
mier football next season and Bailey 
said: “Without being over-confident, 
I am fairly certain that I am going to 
retain everyone I want to retain. 

“We are also going to look to bring 
in some new faces and it’s obviously 
an ongoing thing with any manager 
at any level over the summer. 

“You are always looking to freshen 
things up. 

“It’s a squad game and the squad 
has to evolve.” 


Town lift 
cup again 

AMESBURYTown 
successfully defended the 
Salisbury Hospital Cup 
with a dramatic penalty 
shootout win over neighbours 
Laverstock & Ford. 

Tuesday’s final at the 
Raymond McEnhill Stadium 
went right to the wire after 
Amesbury’s Danny Finnigan 
had cancelled out Tom 
Mundy’s opener to leave the 
game finely balanced 1-1 
after 90 minutes. 

Extra time failed to separate 
the sides and it was the Blues 
who held their nerve in the 
shootout to emerge 4-2 
winners. 

It came after the 
Bonnymead Park outfit had 
enjoyed an end-of-season 
training camp in Magaluf, 
Majorca, after securing 
promotion as Sydenhams 
Division One runners-up. 

The Blues now have a two- 
month break before 
preparing for life in the 
Wessex top flight. 

Oxford City, of the National 
League South, have been 
confirmed as Town’s first pre¬ 
season friendly opponents in 
mid-July. 



Skipper Matt Cox lifts the 
Salisbury Hospital Cup 


Academy 

YOUNG footballers can sign 
up to a football academy run 
by Salisbury manager Steve 
Claridge. 

There will be activities, 
matches and competitions to 
win medals and footballs. 

The camp, to be held at 
Salisbury’s Raymond 
McEnhill Stadium, will run 
during the May half-term 
holiday (May 31 to June 3, 
9.30am-3.15pm). 

The cost is £34 for four 
days or £10 for one day. 

• To reserve a place, email 
aaron.rogers@steveclaridge 
footballfoundation.org. 



Steve Claridge 
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Chris Flood. 


Refreshed Pike snaps up new striker 


NO sooner had Gosport Borough boss 
Alex Pike declared he had “got his mojo 
back” than he unveiled his first summer 
signing. 

Ex-Eastleigh and Winchester City 
striker Chris Flood is on his way to the 
National League South club after leav¬ 
ing relegated Basingstoke Town. 

Given the trials and tribulations of 
the last few months, Pike was unsure 
whether he had the stomach to continue 
at Privett Park. 

Financial problems ended all hope 


of play-off push but, having met with 
chairman Mark Hook earlier this week, 
Pike confirmed: “Certain things were 
discussed, the way forward for the foot¬ 
ball club, which are exciting. 

“I think it would be the wrong time to 
leave. 

“Everything the club has achieved 
over the last 10-11 years needs cement¬ 
ing. 

“I’ve got my mojo back, I’m a fighter - 
and Gosport Borough FC will be compet¬ 
ing next season.” 


Flood, 26, is viewed by Pike as “an 
excellent replacement” for Borough’s 
departed all-time leading scorer Justin 
Bennett. 

“He’s a proven goalscorer and has won 
several golden boots,” said the boss. 
“He’s consistently played at a high lev¬ 
el.” 

In Flood’s inaugural 2014/15 season at 
The Camrose, he won the Conference 
South player-of-the-month award for 
October and finished as the club’s top 
scorer with 19 goals in all competitions. 


New manager will be ‘hands 
off’ at Wembley final clash 



Scott Bartlett (second left) celebrates Salisbury City’s 2005/06 Southern League title success with Matt Tubbs, Wayne Turk and Luke Prince. 


FORMER Salisbury City mid¬ 
fielder Scott Bartlett will lead 
Forest Green Rovers out at 
Wembley this Sunday when 
they take on Grimsby Town 
in the Vanarama National 
League play-off final. 

Although Mark Cooper was this 
week unveiled as Rovers’ new man¬ 
ager, the former Swindon Town and 
Notts County boss does not intend to 
step on the toes of the man who tri¬ 
umphantly led the club to a 2-1 aggre¬ 
gate semi-final success over Dover 
Athletic. 

Cooper, who has been taking a 
watching brief in training this week 


and will sit in the dugout at Wembley, 
said: “I had a conversation with Scott 
and I’m not going to come marching 
through the front door heavy-handed. 

“Scott’s got it going really nicely at 
the minute, so it would be ridiculous 
of me to try and interfere, but Scott 
knows if he needs any advice I’ll 
gladly give it. 

Softly-softly approach 

“He’s going to lead the team and I’m 
going to give him all the help I can for 
this one game to make sure we get in 
the Football League. 

“It’s going to be a softly-softly ap¬ 
proach and let the boys and Scott 


concentrate on Wembley.” 

Bartlett, a key figure in Salisbury’s 
Southern Premier Division triumph 
of 2005/06 under Nick Holmes, is For¬ 
est Green’s head of youth. 

He was placed in interim charge of 
first-team affairs when they sacked 
Ady Pennock a week before the play¬ 
offs. 

Welcoming the new appointment, 
Bartlett said: “Mark is someone I 
look up to and someone I am very 
happy to work with. 

“I visited Swindon last season to 
watch and learn from Mark. It’s not 
every manager who invites you into 
their office to share their experience. 

“So I am as excited as everyone else 


should be by Mark’s appointment.” 

Rovers led by a goal from ex-East¬ 
leigh striker Brett Williams going 
into the semi-final second leg at The 
New Lawn last Saturday 

A Ben Jefford own goal levelled 
things on aggregate before Keanu 
Marsh-Brown fired Bartlett’s troops 
to Wembley with an exquisitely 
struck winner. 

Standing between Rovers and a 
place in the Football League are 
Eastleigh’s nemesis Grimsby, who 
wiped out a first-leg deficit to beat 
Braintree 2-1 on aggregate. 

Tomorrow’s final will be screened 
exclusively live by BT Sport. 


Kemp will 
‘give it all’ 

GRAHAM Kemp admits his 
first year in the Bemerton 
Heath Harlequins’ hot seat 
has tested his patience - but 
he has vowed to improve 
on it. 

The Western Way outfit 
concluded their Sydenhams 
Premier Division campaign in 
ninth place after winning five 
of their last eight games, 
writes Joel Holt. 

Kemp said: “Maybe it’s 
because I am getting older, 
but this season seemed to 
have been the hardest work I 
can remember. 

“Me and Jim [coach Jim 
Totczyk] started off with four 
players from last season, so 
we had to build virtually from 
scratch. 

“When we took the job, we 
told Steve Slade [chairman] it 
would be a minimum of a 
three-year project to rebuild 
and seriously challenge. 

“Salisbury being put in our 
league and Amesbury having 
a close bunch of players 
made local recruitment 
difficult. 

“The first half of the season 
reflected this and there were 
stages where I couldn’t see a 
way out. 

“Then one or two things 
went our way with clubs not 
paying players and some 
players becoming available 
and we were able to gradually 
turn things around. 

“Finishing the season eight 
games undefeated gives us 
hope for next season. 

“I certainly don’t feel 
finishing ninth is a good 
season but at Christmas we 
were 14th and only heading 
one way, so drastic changes 
had to be made.” 

Kemp’s summer transfer 
shopping will get under way 
after a mini off-season break. 

“Some decisions have been 
good and some bad, but one 
thing the club knows is that 
me and Jim have always 
given 100 per cent and will 
continue to do so,” added 
Kemp. 

“Signing some more local 
players is high on the agenda 
and, with preseason training 
starting on June 21, anyone 
who feels they can make a 
difference is welcome. 

“I am jealous when I see 
other clubs winning leagues 
and getting to cup finals and I 
will give everything I have to 
get Bemerton in that 
situation.” 



Graham Kemp 
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Pompey boss 
blasts Argyle 
striker Matt 

POMPEY manager Paul Cook was 
furious with Jamille Matt after the 
Plymouth striker appeared to headbutt 
Michael Doyle during Thursday’s 2-2 
League 2 play-off semi-final first-leg 
draw at Fratton Park. 

A fuming Cook was sent to the stands 
along with Argyle assistant manager 
Paul Wootton, the former Saints 
midfielder, in the immediate aftermath 
of the incident. 

Gary Roberts’ penalty earned Pompey 
a draw after Matt had been the Argyle 
hero with a classy double, cancelling 
out Marc McNulty’s opener. 

The second leg takes place in Devon 
this Sunday (6pm) for a place in the 
Wembley final against Accrington or 
AFC Wimbledon. 

Cook said: “There were some big 
calls by the referee, whether he got 
them right or wrong is irrelevant. 

“When we have watched it four times 
on telly we’ll know whether he got them 
right or wrong. 

“We feel we should have got 
decisions we never got but there you 
go, we are used to that at home. 

“I’m not bothered where I watch the 
game from on Sunday. 

“If the referee gets the headbutt 
wrong and the lad has headbutted him, 
he should have been sent off. 

“If the lad hasn’t headbutted, then I 



Jamille Matt celebrates his second 
goal at Fratton Park 
should be sent to the stands. 

“We feel we don’t get the big 
decisions at Fratton Park. 

“It was a great game, it was a great 
spectacle for League Two. It had 
everything you want from a football 
game.” 

Plymouth boss Derek Adams felt his 
team should have won. 

He said: “It was an excellent game 
and we thoroughly deserved to go 2-1 
ahead and we probably should have 
won the game on the night. 

“We had plenty of opportunities and it 
was a very good performance from us. 

“I haven’t seen anything watching the 
game. Jamille has scored two very 
good goals for us. I haven’t had time to 
speak to him. 

“We had to deal with a load of 
Portsmouth pressure because we are 
here and the fans are very vocal, but we 
dealt with it very well. 

“In the home leg you have your own 
fans and we showed here what home 
fans can do and I’m sure our fans will 
do exactly the same on Sunday 
evening.” 

Portsmouth have already won once at 
Plymouth this season, triumphing 2-1 
last August when Matt Tubbs - who 
ended the season on loan at Eastleigh 
- was among the visiting scorers. 

Both Tubbs and Roberts converted 
penalties. 


A steep learning cui 



Eastleigh manager Chris Todd gives a team talk after the FA Cup third round replay loss at Bolton 



Eastleigh players applaud their fans after the FA Cup loss at Bolton in January 


GARRY Richardson was an inter¬ 
ested spectator as Eastleigh’s sea¬ 
son came to a grinding halt at Wok¬ 
ing. 

A supporter of the home team, 
BBC broadcaster Richardson has a 
penchant for asking his interview¬ 
ees to grade their sporting perfor¬ 
mances out of 10. 

It would be apt, then, to begin a 
summation of the Spitfires’ cam¬ 
paign by applying the same crite¬ 
ria, writes Paul McNamara. 

And given the expectations sur¬ 
rounding the club today, a seven 
would be about right. 

A measure of the highs the 
season scaled can be accurately 
gauged by the fact that Chris Todd 
actually appeared on Richardson’s 
excellent Sunday morning Radio 5 
live Sportsweek programme back in 
January. 

The Eastleigh boss was in demand 
as his team attracted widespread 
acclaim for their FA Cup exploits, 
which culminated with 700 travel¬ 
ling Spitfires watching their team 
edged out in a five-goal thriller by 
four-time competition winners Bol¬ 
ton Wanderers. 

That exhilarating run, all the 
way to a third round replay at the 
Macron Stadium, lifts this term’s 
mark up a notch, from six. 

That might seem harsh on a team 
which rode an early season change 
in manager to end up five points 
short of a National League play-off 
berth. 

But Eastleigh’s seventh-placed 
finish represents a drop-off from 
the previous year’s fourth spot. 

Their 75-point tally was seven 
fewer than the number they gar¬ 
nered in 2014/15. 

And we’re no longer judging the 
intrepid outfit, which made light 
of its limited resources and three- 
figure crowds, to complete the 
journey from Wessex League to the 
sixth tier of English football in the 
space of three years, from 2002. 

Nor, even, is this the club that suf¬ 
fered penalty shoot-out heartache 
in its Conference South play-off 
bid three years ago, before swift¬ 
ly shrugging off that setback to 
win its first promotion into non¬ 
league’s top flight. 

Everything at the Silverlake 
Stadium today is geared towards 
Eastleigh playing in the Football 
League. 

Stewart Donald is making rapid 
strides in developing the Spitfires’ 
ground, already unrecognisable 
from the one that hosted the title 
winning 2013/14 season. And the 
club’s owner wants that off-field 
progress matched by what happens 
on the pitch. 

So why, this season, has a squad 
containing some of the best foot¬ 
ballers ever to wear an Eastleigh 
shirt clicked only intermittently? 

Certainly, with the Spitfires flying 
at the outset of the campaign, it ap¬ 
peared Richard Hill’s side had sim¬ 
ply picked up from where they had 
left off the year before, when they 
had won an impressive six of their 
final seven regular season games to 


seal a play-off spot. 

By the time Hill resigned in Sep¬ 
tember, however, Eastleigh were 
down in 11th, albeit only three 
points off fifth. 

With the passing of time it is easy 
for the mind to play tricks on itself 
when recalling the former manag¬ 


er’s final weeks in charge. 

The Spitfires didn’t suffer any 
type of dramatic, irreparable col¬ 
lapse in that spell. Rather, they en¬ 
dured a five-game winless streak, 
losing four of those matches, hav¬ 
ing won five and lost none of their 
opening seven fixtures. 


Hill’s departure by his own voli¬ 
tion, then, speaks further for what 
is expected at today’s Eastleigh. 

Beyond their results, however, a 
malaise had gripped the side in that 
September period. Performances 
had become uncharacteristically 
listless. 
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rve for rookie Todd 



Ben Strevens about to score Eastleigh’s penalty winner in their FA Cup first round trip to League 1 Crewe Alexandra 



Matt Tubbs, left, scored just twice after arriving on loan from Portsmouth 


It was a phenomenon that would 
be repeated in the wake of the Spit¬ 
fires’ FA Cup exit. A hangover fol¬ 
lowing the conclusion of such an 
adventure was understandable. 

But this particular headache was 
more of the type you might sustain 
following two weeks in Magaluf, 
rather than a fuzzy Sunday morn¬ 


ing head, following a lively night 
before. 

Eastleigh played four matches in 
February. They lost the lot. And in 
the first three of those games per¬ 
formances were well below the lev¬ 
el expected - far, far removed from 
the standards the manager and his 
team had set themselves. 


This was Todd’s first taste of the 
downside of his job. Given the un¬ 
forgiving nature of football man¬ 
agement, it can be considered his 
real initiation into life in the dug- 
out - and he will be better for the 
experience. 

Responsibility for that poor run 
doesn’t fall solely on the manag¬ 


er’s shoulders, however. There are 
enough hardened, seen it, done 
it, professionals on the Silverlake 
playing staff to have stepped up 
and offered more towards a collec¬ 
tive effort to arrest what was brief¬ 
ly an alarming slide. 

Each of those four February de¬ 
feats was sustained away from 
home. An imperious record on the 
road had been spectacularly de¬ 
railed. 

Between times, however, East¬ 
leigh reached hitherto unexplored 
heights, a rise masterminded by 
Todd. 

When it was announced that the 
former defender would plug the 
gap left by Hill’s resignation, I was 
probably not alone in believing this 
would be a temporary measure. 

There was something in the 
Welshman’s demeanour on his 
managerial debut, though, that 
promptly altered that misguided 
impression. 

Todd cut an authoritative, astute 
and decisive figure. More impor¬ 
tantly in that match at Wrexham, 
his team showcased the variety of 
weapons it has at its disposal. 

Slick on the counter, competitive 
and resilient in establishing a two- 
goal lead in north Wales, the Spit¬ 
fires subsequently dug deep in the 
face of a home siege. 

After seeing his team’s advan¬ 
tage eventually erased at the Race¬ 
course Ground, Todd altered his 
personnel and tactics. Ben Stre¬ 
vens headed a late winner - and the 
Spitfires had lift-off. 

A subsequent succession of first- 
rate performances included won¬ 
derful victories over Tranmere 
and Forest Green - and that game¬ 
changing FA Cup campaign. 

But the story of a young man¬ 
ager losing only two of his first 19 
matches at the helm quickly mor¬ 
phed into the portentous tale of 
a rookie boss without a win in 11 
games. 

The narrative from here typi¬ 
cally sees the novice’s reign un¬ 
ravel, leaving him cast aside to be 
replaced by the archetypal experi¬ 
enced head. 

Todd, though, is made of stern 
stuff. Don’t, for example, underes¬ 
timate the enormity of the 34-year- 
old’s decision to dispense with as¬ 
sistant boss Shaun North. 

On the coaching staff at Torquay 
when Todd played for the Devon- 
based club, North was appointed 
early in the manager’s Eastleigh 
tenure. 

The easy option, when Todd ulti¬ 
mately concluded having mentor 
North by his side wasn’t working, 
would have been to ignore his in¬ 
stincts - to opt for the status quo 
in order to avoid a decidedly awk¬ 
ward situation. But the Spitfires 
boss made the tough call, because 
he believed that was in his club’s 
best interests. 

Strevens stepped up to assist 
Todd, in the midst of an on-pitch 
recovery, which saw the team lose 
just three of its final 14 games. 

Continued on page 14 


Vardy joins 
elite list 

JAMIE Vardy’s fairytale season 
continued this week when he was 
named the Football Writers’ Footballer 
of the Year. 

The Leicester City and England 
striker, whose goals have taken the 
Premier League title to the east 
Midlands, has joined this list of former 
award winners... 

1947- 48 Stanley Matthews Blackpool 

1948- 49 Johnny Carey Man United 

1949- 50 Joe Mercer Arsenal 

1950- 51 Harry Johnston Blackpool 

1951- 52 Billy Wright Wolves 

1952- 53 Nat Lofthouse Bolton 

1953- 54 Tom Finney Preston 

1954- 55 Don Revie Man City 

1955- 56 Bert Trautmann Man City 

1956- 57 Tom Finney Preston 

1957- 58 Danny Blanchflower Tottenham 

1958- 59 Syd Owen Luton 

1959- 60 Bill Slater Wolves 

1960- 61 Danny Blanchflower Tottenham 

1961- 62 Jimmy Adamson Burnley 

1962- 63 Stanley Matthews Stoke 

1963- 64 Bobby Moore West Ham 

1964- 65 Bobby Collins Leeds 

1965- 66 Bobby Charlton Man United 

1966- 67 Jack Charlton Leeds United 

1967- 68 George Best Man United 

1968- 69 Tony Book Man City 
Dave Mackay Derby County 

1969- 70 Billy Bremner Leeds 

1970- 71 Frank McLintock Arsenal 

1971- 72 Gordon Banks Stoke City 

1972- 73 Pat Jennings Tottenham 

1973- 74 Ian Callaghan Liverpool 

1974- 75 Alan Mullery Fulham 

1975- 76 Kevin Keegan Liverpool 

1976- 77 Emlyn Hughes Liverpool 

1977- 78 Kenny Burns Nottm Forest 



Leicester City’s Jamie Vardy with 
the Premier League trophy 


1978- 79 Kenny Dalglish Liverpool 

1979- 80 Terry McDermott Liverpool 

1980- 81 Frans Thijssen Ipswich 

1981- 82 Steve Perryman Tottenham 

1982- 83 Kenny Dalglish Liverpool 

1983- 84 Ian Rush Liverpool 

1984- 85 Neville Southall Everton 

1985- 86 Gary Lineker Everton 

1986- 87 Clive Allen Tottenham 

1987- 88 John Barnes Liverpool 

1988- 89 Steve Nicol Liverpool 

1989- 90 John Barnes Liverpool 

1990- 91 Gordon Strachan Leeds 

1991- 92 Gary Lineker Tottenham 

1992- 93 Chris Waddle Sheffield Wed 

1993- 94 Alan Shearer Blackburn 

1994- 95 Jurgen Klinsmann Tottenham 

1995- 96 Eric Cantona Manr United 

1996- 97 Gianfranco Zola Chelsea 

1997- 98 Dennis Bergkamp Arsenal 

1998- 99 David Ginola Tottenham 

1999- 00 Roy Keane Man United 

2000- 01 Teddy Sheringham Man United 

2001- 02 Robert Pires Arsenal 

2002- 03 Thierry Henry Arsenal 

2003- 04 Thierry Henry Arsenal 

2004- 05 Frank Lampard Chelsea 

2005- 06 Thierry Henry Arsenal 

2006- 07 Cristiano Ronaldo Man United 

2007- 08 Cristiano Ronaldo Man United 

2008- 09 Steven Gerrard Liverpool 

2009- 10 Wayne Rooney Man United 

2010- 11 Scott Parker West Ham 

2011- 12 Robin van Persie Arsenal 

2012- 13 Gareth Bale Tottenham 

2013- 14 Luis Suarez Liverpool 

2014- 15 Eden Hazard Chelsea 

2015- 16 Jamie Vardy Leicester City 
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Don’t be deceived - Todd has the 
hard edge needed to succeed... 


from page 13 

The grit, spirit and belief that character¬ 
ised Eastleigh’s pre-Christmas form returned 
in this period. 

The fearless football, with its accompany¬ 
ing flair, however, re-emerged only sporadi¬ 
cally, as the finishing line approached. 

Tellingly, the side took one point from the 
final nine available - a return Donald called 
not good enough - and scored just once in 
their closing three matches, a deflected con¬ 
solation strike at Woking. 

Todd has unquestionably stiffened his side 
defensively 

It is reasonable to ask, however, if that so¬ 
lidity has cost the Spitfires some of their 
goal-scoring threat. 

Eastleigh conceded eight fewer goals this 
term than the 61 they shipped following pro¬ 
motion last year. 

Their 64 goals scored, though, was 23 short 
of the total they racked up in 2014/2015. 

One suspects that Todd will be aiming to 
supplement his attacking artillery this sum¬ 
mer, then. A powerful, mobile midfielder is 
another necessity 

Frustration 

The manager has experienced a deal of 
frustration, thus far, in adding to his squad. 
His one signing with an eye on the longer- 
term, Luke Coulson - bought from Oxford 
City in January - looks a player of genuine 
promise. Direct, awash with energy and al¬ 
ways operating on the front-foot, 22-year-old 
Coulson embodies the traits Todd wants to 
become the hallmark of his team. 

None of the manager’s temporary recruits, 
however, was able to make a telling impact at 
the club. 

Raid Mohamed flickered on occasions, 
while Swansea youngster Tom Holland 
passed through without chalking an East¬ 
leigh appearance against his name. 

Matt Tubbs arrived accompanied by high 
expectation - he was top scorer in the whole 
of League 2 in 2014/15 - but the striker ap¬ 
peared hampered by his lack of football at 
parent club Portsmouth , and a side not nec¬ 
essarily designed to bring the best from his 
instinctive penalty-box qualities. 

The varying fortunes of Todd’s signings 
perhaps echo those of the club’s entire sea¬ 
son: some good, some bad. 

But as any feelings of deflation dissipate fol¬ 
lowing the campaign’s conclusion, Eastleigh 
can look forward from a position of strength. 

They have a talented, committed manager, 
an owner who, if he didn’t exist, the club’s 
fans would have wanted to create, a bur¬ 
geoning support and a relatively sprawling 
ground. 

And you can be sure that the wheels are al¬ 
ready in motion on efforts to make next sea¬ 
son a 10 out 10. 

Paul McNamara’s highs and lows 
of 2015/16... 


Season high 

It has to be the whole FA Cup experience. 
Ian Wilding, commentating on BBC Radio So- 
lent, greeted the final whistle of the Spitfires’ 
first round victory at League One side Crewe 
Alexandra with the words, ‘they’ve only gone 



Joe Partington scores at Bolton in the FA - voted Eastleigh’s ‘Goal of the Season’. 



Eastleigh celebrate their FA Cup win at Crewe. 


and done it’. 

It, with regards to this cup run, amounts to 
entering the name of Eastleigh FC into the 
football public’s consciousness. 

From professionally negotiating tricky 
away days at fellow non-leaguers Bromley 
and Stourbridge, to the complete perfor¬ 
mance at Crewe and, finally, two exhilarat¬ 
ing meetings with Bolton, Eastleigh hit the 
mark, in every respect, throughout their cup 
ventures. 

Off the pitch too, the efforts of the Spit¬ 


fires’ hierarchy, allied to those invested by 
the club’s rank and file, ensured that the visit 
of Championship team Bolton was a wonder¬ 
ful, smoothly-run occasion, pointing towards 
a club ready for a bigger stage. 

On a personal note, it has been terrific to 
see Chris Todd flourish since his appoint¬ 
ment as manager last September. He has met 
every circumstance, be it a decisive victory 
or a damaging defeat, a rough refereeing de¬ 
cision or a lucky break, in exactly the same, 
classy manner. 


But don’t be deceived by his cool exterior. 

Todd possesses the hard edge needed to suc¬ 
ceed in his trade - and he will have learned 
an enormous amount during his eight month 
crash course in football management. 

Season low 

Probably that costly February, when the 
feel-good factor around the club, built up 
painstakingly across an extensive period, 
was obliterated in the course of four dispir¬ 
iting defeats. 

A side, which so recently had not known 
how to lose, suddenly appeared bereft of con¬ 
fidence, with no idea of where its next point 
was coming from. 

It was also sad to see Hill call time on his 
stewardship. 

Their former manager will remain inextri¬ 
cably linked with Eastleigh for his achieve¬ 
ments during three, almost exclusively, suc¬ 
cessful years in the hotseat. 

Hill will always be a popular visitor to the 
Silverlake, as evidenced by the popular re¬ 
ception he was accorded by supporters when 
he was a spectator for his old team’s meet¬ 
ings with Crewe and Bolton. 

Player of the year 

No revelations here - Joe Partington. 

The former Cherries defender swept the 
board at the club’s awards night. The de¬ 
fender even scooped the goal of the season 
prize for his memorable solo effort at Bolton. 

An excellent footballer, and a thoroughly 
decent man as well, Partington is powerful, 
athletic, intelligent and blessed with oodles 
of skill. He also works terrifically hard, 
which goes down rather well with those on 
the terraces. 
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Bennett not ruling out return home to Salisbury 


Justin Bennett 


GOAL machine Justin Bennett has 
not ruled out the possibility of a move 
to home town club Salisbury 

The 33-year-old striker became a 
free agent after cancelling his con¬ 
tract at financially-stricken Gosport 
Borough. 

He called time on his nine-year stint 
at the National League South (NLS) 
outfit last month. 

Bennett is high on the wanted list 
of Poole Town, who have just won 
promotion to the NLS, but newly- 
crowned Sydenhams Premier cham¬ 
pions Salisbury are also in the hunt. 


When contacted earlier this week 
by The Pink’s sister paper Salisbury 
Journal about the possibility of join¬ 
ing Salisbury, Bennett said: “At this 
stage, I don’t know. 

“Going to chat with him [Salisbury 
boss Steve Claridge] soon, among oth¬ 
er clubs, and make a decision from 
there.” 

Confirming he is looking to bolster 
his playing personnel in preparation 
for the Southern League, Claridge 
said: “I envisage most of this squad 
returning next year, but we have 
three or four that we have identified 


that we need to bring in, but we will 
see. 

“Obviously, Bennett has left [Gos¬ 
port] and, now he has become availa¬ 
ble, we will hopefully have a chat and 
see where we go with him.” 

Whites’ Sydenhams Premier title 
became official on Saturday when 
they were presented with the league 
trophy 

They wrapped up the season with 
a 1-0 home win over Newport IoW to 
finish on 105 points. 

That is the highest winning tally for 
six years - Poole Town amassing 109 


points in 2009/10. 

As Whites seek to progress, Clar¬ 
idge will be keeping tabs on what he 
spends. 

“We have stuck to a budget, which is 
very low for a club like this,” he said. 

“I know clubs which get half the 
gate and spend five times the money 
We have kept a lid on the finances and 
we will continue to do that. 

“I want to manage as well, I don’t 
want to just spend money. There will 
be people in the next league with ri¬ 
diculous budgets for the size of the 
club and good luck to them.” 


Golden Boot winner in talks 
with Whites over 2016/17 



Sam Wilson (right) is congratulated by teammates after scoring his 40th goal of the season against Newport IoW 


Wilson putting 
down roots with 
champions 

FOR a young man of 21, strik¬ 
er Sam Wilson has had a sur¬ 
prisingly nomadic football 
career. 

But the benefits of a settled sea¬ 
son have shone through at Salisbury 
where his 40-goal haul has earned 
him the Sydenhams Premier golden 
boot. 

Wilson, who includes Eastleigh, 
Winchester City, Sholing and Poole 
Town among his many ports of call, 
was level on 39 goals with Sholing’s 
Dan Mason going into last Saturday’s 
final game of the season against 
Newport IoW. 

Having been named on the bench by 
manager Steve Claridge, he was hur¬ 
ried on to the pitch when Port’s Spike 
Pearce hauled down Adam Kelly to 
earn the Whites a 54th-minute pen¬ 
alty. 

But that proved to be an anti-climax 
when his tame spot kick was easily 
saved by ’keeper Gary Streeter. 

Wilson, though, got another chance 
just two minutes later when Ryan 
Oatley handled Claudio Herbert’s 
cross. This time the Southampton- 
based marksman kept his cool to 
send Streeter the wrong way 

“It was lovely to be named top goal 
scorer,” he smiled. 

“Coming on, I was nervous but, 
luckily, I got a second bite of the cher¬ 
ry and I put that one away. 

“I can’t tell you how nervous I was 
for that second penalty!” 

Wilson was this week still in discus¬ 
sions with Whites boss Steve Clar¬ 
idge about next season. 

“I was moving from club to club 
before coming here and I wasn’t re¬ 
ally getting the chance, but the gaffer 
gave me the opportunity,” he said. 

“We are in discussions for next sea¬ 
son at the moment. 

“Football is a fickle thing. One min¬ 
ute you are the best thing around and 


the next you are not. 

“That is football, it’s a cut-throat 
business.” 

Across Salisbury’s 60-game season, 
Wilson popped up with some spectac¬ 
ular strikes to help fire the Wiltshire 
outfit to the Sydenhams Premier 
crown. 

His standout league goal was a vol¬ 
ley at home to city neighbours Be- 
merton Heath Harlequins. He also 
bagged a memorable brace in the 
Whites’ gritty last-16 FA Vase tie at 
Nuneaton Griff. 

LEADING SYDENHAMS 


PREMIER GOALSCORERS 
2015/16 

40 - Sam Wilson (Salisbury) 

39 - Daniel Mason (Sholing) 

31 - Mark Barker (Brockenhurst), 
Robert Tambling (Horndean) 

27 - Jason Parish (AFC Portches- 
ter), Rico Wilson (Blackfield & Lang¬ 
ley) 

26 - Russell Cook (Bemerton HH), 
Danny Phillips (Whitchurch Utd), 
Jesse Waller-Lassen (Team Solent) 

25 - Dan Munday (Blackfield & 
Langley) 


LEADING SYDENHAMS 
ONE GOALSCORERS 


29 - Russell Jones (Laverstock & 
Ford), Sam Knowles (Fleet Spurs) 

27 - Callum Coker (US Ports¬ 
mouth), Danny Finnigan (Amesbury 
Town), Luke Stone (Christchurch) 

25 - Sam House (Totton & Eling) 

24 - Brett Denham (Tadley Calle- 
va), Alex Godfrey (Portland Utd) 

22 - Luke Perkins (Alton Town) 

21 - James Tennant (Tadley Calle- 
va) 


Matthews 

dilemma 

FORMER Eastleigh 
goalkeeper Jason Matthews 
is weighing up whether 
to remain as first-choice 
Weymouth Nol next season. 

The 41-year-old Terras’ 
player-boss was part of a 
solid defensive unit that 
conceded just 39 times in 46 
Southern Premier Division 
games last term. 

And while admitting that he 
still feels “fit and able” to do 
the job, Matthews - a Spitfire 
from 2008 to 2011 - has also 
explored other options. 

“I am just seeing what 
goalkeepers are available 
and taking it from there 
really,” he said. 

Budget 

“With the amount of clean 
sheets we kept last year, who 
knows? 

“It depends on who 
becomes available and for 
what price. For me, it’s about 
working the budget the best 
way.” 

Former Exeter City man 
Matthews added: “A couple of 
senior pros I have spoken to 
seem to think I am one of the 
best goalkeepers in the 
league. 

“I know they are pretty 
honest and would tell me if 
they thought things were 
wrong and I wouldn’t take it 
the wrong way. 

“I know personally that if I 
started making mistakes I 
would pack in anyway.” 

If Matthews were to bring in 
a new ‘keeper, he would still 
register himself as back-up. 



Jason Matthews. 
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Whitchurch United celebrate North Hants Senior Cup triumph 


WHITCHURCH United ended the season with an 
elusive piece of silverware on the shelf. 

Having been beaten finalists for the last three 
years, they eclipsed Tadley Calleva 3-1 at Basing¬ 
stoke’s Camrose Ground to lift the North Hants 
Senior Cup. 

Former Sholing man Jack McCarthy fired the 
Jam Boys ahead inside five minutes, beating goal¬ 
keeper Tom Hindmarsh at the second attempt. 

Tadley, though, were level in the blink of an eye 
when skipper Scott Kinge climbed highest to head 


home Andrew Charsley’s free-kick. 

A minute later Wessex One underdogs Tadley 
very nearly took the lead as United ‘keeper and 
skipper Brad Snelling denied Kinge with a smart 
save before Taurean Manders almost put the re¬ 
bound through his own net. 

But it was Whitchurch who got their noses back 
in front on 37 minutes - McCarthy’s corner head¬ 
ed home by Scott Hassell. 

It was McCarthy, again, who set up United’s 
third. His through ball found lively sub Dave Par¬ 


ry who made it 3-1 with seven minutes to go. 

Sydenhams Premier outfit Whitchurch so near¬ 
ly added a fourth, but dual-signed Basingstoke 
Town striker Aaron Jarvis could not find a way 
past Hindmarsh. 

Southampton-based Whitchurch boss Carl Ben¬ 
nett smiled: “After last year we had unfinished 
business in this competition having been beaten 
on penalties (by Winchester City). 

“I am really pleased for the players. We deserved 
this for our excellent second half to the season.” 


Five new faces join league 



Salisbury celebrate winning the Wessex League title 


THE SYDENHAMS Wessex 
League is set to welcome in 
five new teams next season. 

Bashley, who finished rock bottom 
of the Southern One South & West 
with a pitiful two points, will rejoin 
the Wessex ranks for the first time 
since 1989 having been one of the 
league’s founder members. 

The Foresters swap places with 
newly-crowned Sydenhams champi¬ 
ons Salisbury who will be joined in 
the Southern One South & West by 
Midland League supremos and FA 
Vase finalists Hereford. 

Both clubs are guaranteed crowd 
magnets, suggesting busy times 
ahead at the turnstiles of AFC Totton 
and Winchester City 

Salisbury boss Steve Claridge said: 
“This is going to be a strong league, 
probably the strongest South & West 
Division in Southern League his¬ 
tory” 

Baffins Milton Rovers, winners of 
the Hampshire Premier League, have 
been given the green light into Syden¬ 
hams One and will be joined by third- 
placed Hamble Club. 

Shaftesbury Town, winners of the 
Dorset Premier League, will also be 
welcomed into the Wessex ranks, as 
will Weymouth Reserves who fin¬ 
ished in third spot. It is the first time 
the Wessex League have included a 
reserve team in one of their two sen¬ 
ior divisions. 

Hampshire’s relegated National 
League South duo, Basingstoke Town 
and Havant & Waterlooville, will be 
playing in different leagues. 

Basingstoke drop into the South¬ 
ern Premier Division, while Havant 


have been allocated to the Isthmian 
(Ryman) Premier where neighbours 
Bognor Regis play 

At the very top of the non-League 
pyramid, Eastleigh’s new opponents 
in the National League include de¬ 
moted League Two duo Dagenham & 
Redbridge and York City. 

Sutton United and Solihull Moors 
rise as champions of the South and 
North divisions respectively and 
will be joined by the play-off win¬ 
ners - Ebbsfleet or Maidstone from 
the South and North Ferriby or AFC 
Fylde from the North. 


2016/17 ALLOCATIONS STEPS 1-4 
NATIONAL LEAGUE 

Aldershot, Barrow, Boreham Wood, Braintree, 
Bromley, Chester, Dagenham & Redbridge (FL 
Two), Dover, Eastleigh, Ebbsfleet or Maidstone 
(NL South), Gateshead, Grimsby or Forest 
Green Rovers, Guiseley, Lincoln, Macclesfield, 
North Ferriby or AFC Fylde (NL North), Solihull 
Moors (NL North), Southport, Sutton (NL South), 
Torquay, Tranmere, Woking, Wrexham, York City 
(FL Two). 

NATIONAL LEAGUE SOUTH 
Bath City, Bishops Stortford, Chelmsford, 
Concord, Dartford, East Thurrock (Isthmian 
Premier), Eastborough Borough, Gosport 
Borough, Hampton & Richmond (Isthmian 


Premier), Hemel Hempstead, Hungerford 
(Southern Premier), Maidenhead, Maidstone 
or Ebbsfleet, Margate, Oxford City, Poole 
Town (Southern Premier), St Albans, Truro, 
Wealdstone, Welling, Weston-super-Mare, 
Whitehawk. 

SOUTHERN PREMIER DIVISION 
Banbury (SL S&W), Basingstoke Town (NL 
South), Biggleswade, Cambridge City, 
Chesham, Chippenham, Cinderford (S&W), 
Cirencester, Dorchester, Dunstable, Frame, 
Hayes & Yeading (NL South), Hitchin, Kettering, 
Kings Lynn, Kings Langley (SL Central), 
Leamington, Merthyr Town, Redditch, Slough, 

St Ives (SL Central), St Neots, Stratford, 
Weymouth. 

ISTHMIAN LEAGUE PREMIER DIVISION 

AFC Sudbury (Isthmian North), Billericay, 
Bognor Regis, Burgess Hill, Canvey Island, 
Dulwich Hamlet, Enfield Town, Folkestone 
Invicta (Isthmian South), Grays Athletic, Harlow 
(Isthmian North), Harrow Borough, Havant & 
Waterlooville (NL South), Hendon, Kingstonian, 
Leatherhead. Leiston, Lowestoft (NL North), 
Mertsham, Met Police, Needham Market, 
Staines, Tonbridge Angels, Wingate & Finchley, 
Worthing (Isthmian South). 

SOUTHERN LEAGUE DIVISION ONE SOUTH 
& WEST 

AFC Totton, Barnstaple Town (Western 
League), Bideford (Southern Premier), Bishops 
Cleeve, Bridgwater, Didcot, Evesham, Hereford 
(Midland), Larkhall, Mangotsfield, North Leigh, 
Paulton Rovers, (Southern Premier), Salisbury 
(Sydenhams), Shortwood, Slimbridge, Swindon 
Supermarine, Taunton, Tiverton, Wantage, 
Wimborne, Winchester City, Yate. 

SOUTHERN LEAGUE DIVISION ONE CENTRAL 

AFC Dunstable (South Midlands), AFC 
Kempston Rovers (United Counties), Arlesey, 
Ashford Town Middx (Combined Counties), 
Aylesbury, Aylesbury Utd, Barton Rovers, 
Beaconsfield SYCOB, Bedford, Chalfont St 
Peter, Egham, Farnborough (Isthmian Premier), 
Fleet Town, Hanwell, Histon (Southern Premier), 
Kidlington (Hellenic), Marlow (Southern S&W), 
Northwood, Petersfield Town, Potters Bar, 
Royston, Uxbridge. 


Hat-trick 
of trophies 

GOAL-DEN boy Warren 
Bentley picked up a hat-trick 
of trophies at Winchester 
City’s end-of-season 
presentation evening. 

The former Alresford Town 
striker fired City to the Evo- 
Stik Southern One South & 
West play-offs with 44 goals 
and netted 57 in all 
competitions during a 
remarkable 2015/16 
campaign. 

It remains to be seen 
whether the 25-year-old will 
still be a Winchester player 
next season, but manager 
Paul Masters and his City 
teammates showed how 
much they appreciate him. 

Bentley won Manager’s 
Player and Players’ Player-of- 
the-Season trophies as well, 
of course, as the Golden Boot 
award. 

The fans’ vote went to 
young Canadian goalkeeper 
Brendan Norris, while Ollie 
McGuire was voted City’s 
Reserve Team Manager’s 
Player-of-the-Season. 

Director of football Dave 
Malone thanked all those who 
helped on the night, giving 
special mention to deputy 
chairman Darrell Gowers “for 
his unrecognised work and 
efforts throughout the 
season”. 

He also said a huge thank 
you to chairman Paul Murray 
for providing the trophies, 
hosting the presentation 
evening and “above all, for 
being the best chairman this 
club could ever hope for”. 

Open trial 

TOTTON & Eling are holding 
a series of under-18 open 
trials over the coming weeks. 

They will take place 
between 10am and noon on 
Saturdays, May 21 and 28, 
and on Sunday, June 5 at 
Testwood Sports College, 
Testwood Lane, Totton, 
Southampton SO40 3ZW. 

The trials are open to ages 
15-17. 

For further information 
contact Ian Clark (07709 
318550 or ijclark80@yahoo. 
co.uk), Cameron Smith 
(07914 633128 or Cameron. 
smith1403@googlemail.com) 
or tandemillers2@gmail.com. 



Warren Bentley 
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Non league FOOTBAL 






Relegated Havant release two and lose midfielder ace Ciardini 


THE fall-out has already started following 
Havant & Waterlooville’s shock relegation 
from the Vanarama National League 
South. 

Two players have been released by 
manager Lee Bradbury and a third has 
gone of his own accord. 

Bradbury has let go of ex-Eastleigh and 


Salisbury City defender/midfielder Brian 
Dutton along with former Crewe defender 
Danny Blanchett. 

Huge disappointment 

The third to leave is goalscoring 
midfielder Nic Ciardini who, due to a new 


career opportunity, felt unable to commit 
100 per cent to the Hawks. 

Describing Ciardini’s departure as “a 
huge disappointment to the management 
team, club and fans”, an H&W statement 
said: “Nic has been an integral part of the 
Hawks squad for the last three years and 
his effort and commitment will be sorely 


missed by all.” 

• Got a local league football story for 
us? Email dailyecho.co.uk or phone 02380 
414515. 

• Daily Echo and Sports Pink - always 
best for non league football coverage 12 
months of the year. 


Axed Town boss rubbishes 
claims of ‘negative attitude’ 



Simon Browne, left, has been sacked as Wimborne Town boss 


Browne accuses 
club’s board of 
manufacturing a 
way to sack him 

AXED Wimborne Town boss 
Simon Browne has hit back 
at claims he had a “negative” 
attitude, accusing the board 
of manufacturing a way to 
sack him. 

Browne, dismissed alongside as¬ 
sistant Brendon King on Tuesday, 
revealed he had been offered £900 
per week to cover player and staff 
costs at Cuthbury next season, writes 
Andy Mitchell. 

Chairperson Paula Henley felt the 
management duo, who had guided 
Magpies to a solid Southern One 
South & West finish last season after 
the bulk of their budget had been 
scrapped, had not displayed enough 
enthusiasm over the club’s prospects. 

She claimed: “With the level of 
budget we have to offer, Simon in¬ 
timated that he wouldn’t be able to 
do an awful lot with it. He was fairly 
negative and didn’t give the board 
much inspiration in terms of how he 
was going to drive the club forward. 

“It was never going to work with his 
attitude towards the budget.” 

But Browne argued the initial meet¬ 
ing to discuss finances, held on April 
26, had been positive despite asking 
Henley to loosen the purse strings. 

Browne said: “I emailed Paula to 
say I felt the first meeting had been 
positive. She agreed but emphasised 
the club needed to live within its 
means. 

“She intimated it would be a topic 
of conversation at the next board 
meeting and certainly didn’t put a 
negative slant on it. 

“To sack someone based on one 
meeting is very strange. Brendon and 
I were very taken aback when the 
conversation (on Tuesday) started 
with their unhappiness over how 
that initial meeting had gone. 

“We were never asked whether or 
not we would be able to work with the 
budget. 

“At no point in that meeting on 
April 26 were we being negative, we 
were being realistic with regard to 
the sides coming into the league and 


how we could compete with them. 

“We were not asking for a big budg¬ 
et, we just asked whether there would 
be any flexibility in what they had 
offered us to make us that bit more 
competitive.” 

Browne, who intimated he would 
like to make a quick return to foot¬ 
ball, continued: “There is some kind 
of agenda behind the scenes. I think 
it is clear now that Paula didn’t want 
us at the club. 

“The fact we did so well at the end 
of the season made life difficult for 
her with these lame excuses. 

“I have had a text from a former 
director to say he was not surprised. 


That indicated to me that the budget 
offered was put forward on the basis 
that we would turn it down. When we 
didn’t, it gave them a problem. 

“One of the biggest sources of an¬ 
ger for us is the fact Paula asked us 
to place our trust in her. It leaves you 
with a bad taste in your mouth. 

“We have put smiles back on faces 
inside and outside the club. 

“There might be difficult times 
ahead for Wimborne which is such 
a shame because with a couple of 
exceptions, it is a fantastic club with 
some really good people involved. 

“The club had a really good oppor¬ 
tunity to make some strides and the 


element that makes me angry is not 
so much what has happened to me, 
more the wasted momentum.” 

Former Salisbury City man 
Browne also questioned whether the 
Magpies’ director or football Paul 
Miller had been “pulling the strings” 
at Wimborne. 

But Miller said: “I do not influence 
Paula’s decisions or those of the 
board. Simon does not have a full 
understanding of what is going on 
at the club and has made a lot of as¬ 
sumptions that are not true. 

“I understand why he is disappoint¬ 
ed, but I wish him well. I hope he gets 
back into management soon.” 


Charity’s 
name for 
Camrose 
ground 

BASINGSTOKE Town 
have become the first 
football club to name 
their stadium after a 
charity for a season. 

The Camrose Ground 
will be known as the 
Ark Cancer Char¬ 
ity Stadium (ACCS) for 
the forthcoming cam¬ 
paign. 

It is a significant 
boost for the charity, 
which is raising £5mil- 
lion towards a unique 
local cancer treatment 
centre to be built in the 
Basingstoke area. 

Mark Jones, ACCS di¬ 
rector of fundraising 
and communications, 
was invited by club 
chairman Rafi Raz- 
zak to speak about the 
partnership proposal, 
including the stadium 
naming idea, at a fans’ 
forum. 

Positive 

Razzak believes the 
partnership is another 
positive development 
for the club and said: “I 
was happy to put this 
idea to a vote and we 
would not have taken 
the proposal forward 
if the majority of the 
fans at the forum had 
not voted to support it. 

“ACCS is raising 
money for a much- 
needed cancer treat¬ 
ment centre and, as 
chairman of our com¬ 
munity-focused club, I 
am delighted Basing¬ 
stoke Town FC will be 
involved in helping 
to raise awareness of 
this.” 

Jones added: “I am 
very grateful to the 
fans and directors for 
their support for the 
charity. Basingstoke 
Town FC is at the heart 
of the local community 
and it is a club with a 
great history.” 



Mark Jones 
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Over 20 Years Experience 
100 7 s of Carpet & Vinyl Samples to choose from. 
In the comfort of your own Home 

• FREE FITTING * FREE ESTIMATES 
• FREE DELIVERY 

We can move your furniture and uplift 
& dispose of your old carpets 

Please Ring 02380 803100 
Freephone 0800 0387722 

www.home-choose-carpets.com 


Home Choose Carpets 


Waters & Sons 

Independent Funeral Directors Ltd 

Quality 

Affordable Funerals 

All inclusive 
from 

£2195 

106 Spring Road, Sholing, 
Southampton, S019 2QB 

Tel: 0 23 8043 4244 

247 Aldermoor Road, 
Southampton, SO 16 5NU 

Tel: 023 8078 3900 

www.funeraldirectorssouthampton.co.uk 




AyailafciDrhvhfc 1 ; Motabality 


Independence Building, Belgrave Road, Southampton SO 17 3ES 
tel: 023 8055 7777 
Christchurch 
tel: 01425 270666 

Finance arranged subject to status 


• USED EQUIPMENT 
BOUGHT AND SOLD 

• HIRE FACILITIES 

• FULL MAINTENANCE 

• BATH LIFTS 


Call NOW 

Southampton 023 8055 7777 

www.disabIedaids.org.uk 


‘Caring for you’ 


Lift and 
reclining 
chairs 
From £495 





RADIO TAXIS 


(SOUTHAMPTON) LTD 


( 023 ) 80 666 666 



Proud to Sponsor Travel on 

* * A *> 




OFFICIAL TAXI SUPPLIER 



# 



COACH & HORSES 



SPECIAL OFFERS & ENTERTAINMENT 
Monday 5 to 8.30pm Pie or Sausage night £7.50 
Tuesday night Quiz from 8.30pm 


Tuesday Early Bird Deal 5 to 7pm 20% off your main course (T&Cs apply) 
Wednesdays Steak Night 2 80z rumps with our usual trimmings £18 
Thursdays kids eat free (1 kid meal free per main course purchased) 
Fizzy Friday start the weekend in style bottle of prosecco £12.95 
Sunday Roast £9.95 
Monday to Friday 12 to 3pm - 
2 main courses for £10 from our selected menu 
Live Music every other Friday 

Follow all the sports action here on BT Sports & Sky Sports large screen 
Coach & horses, 11 Southampton Road, Cadnam, SO40 2NF. 

Tel: 02380 813120 

Follow us on Facebook for more offers 



FUNCTION ROOM AVAILABLE 
FABULOUS LOCATION 

WEDDINGS * PARTIES 
MEETINGS * SKITTLES 
CHRISTENINGS * WAKES 

Telephone or email for availability or a 
brochure - Bar and exceptional food menu 
(if required) from buffet to 3 course sit down 
dinner we cater for any size function 
10 -100 people 

THE MORTIMER ARMS 
ROMSEY ROAD 
OWER (Jet 2 M27) 
ROMSEY, S051 6AF 

02380 814379 

www.mortimerarms.co.uk 

info@mortimerarms.co.uk 



West Cliff Hall 

part of the Hartford Care family 


The Best Possible Care Has 
Come to Hythe 



West Cliff Hall is now part of the 
Hartford Care family! 


We offer the very best possible residential, specialist dementia 
and 24 hour nursing care on a permanent or respite basis. 


West Cliff Hall 
West Street 
Hythe, Southampton 
Hampshire 
S045 6AA 


Hartford are 


For more information or a 
brochure, please visit 
www.hartfordcare.co.uk or call 
Amanda on 023 8084 4938 
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PER MONTH 

ENDS 31 ST MAY 


ASK ABOUT OUR HELP TO BUY SCHEME 


The Atlas Everglade has a modern open plan living area, fully vaulted 
ceiling, fitted cabinets, electric fire and relaxing, co-ordinating soft 
furnishings, the Everglade-4 is a stylish great value family leisure home 


Fixed dinette 


ATLAS 

EVERGLADE 

HOLIDAY HOME 


Rockley 

Holidays, Mari 


Park 


Spa 


FROM 


EVERGLADE FEATURE HIGHLIGHTS 


Modern kitchen des 


L shaped fixed seating 


Pull out bed to lounge 
Large bathroom/shower room 
Contemporary interior 


We would love to show you and 
your family around. For more 
information or to arrange a visit 


ROCKLEY PARK HOLIDAY PARK, 
HAMWORTHY, POOLE, DORSET, BH15 4LZ 


CALL 0333 202 1455 


visit rockleypark.co.uk 


*Representative finance example. Holiday home cash package price £29,995, less deposit of £6,000, gives a loan 
amount of £23,995. 84 monthly payments of £391.84. Total charge for credit £8,919.42. Total amount payable 
£38,914.42 which includes the deposit amount. The interest rate is 5.31% fixed. 9.9% APR (representative). 
Package price includes siting, connections, standard accessories, this year’s entry level site fees, water charges, 
rates and insurance. Bourne Leisure Limited, company registration no 04011660, whose registered office 
address is 1 Park Lane, Hemel Hempstead Hertfordshire HP2 4YL. Offer must be used by 31st May 2016. 


A350 

A3 54 

M27 

Blandford* 

Forum 

A31 

New 

A3 5 c 

Forest 


Poole 

Bournemouth 





Dorchester R OC kley Park 


* Weymouth 

Isle of 
Portland 


Calls to 0333 numbers are charged at standard UK rates 
and will be included in any inclusive minute bundles 
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CAUGHT ON CAMERA: Saints fans at recent Premier 
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League matches - pix by Stuart Martin/Chris Moorhouse 



GOT A STORY FOR US? EMAIL WORDS AND PICTURES TO ECH0SP0RT@DAILYECH0.C0.UK 
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EXPLORE32 




Join us and ACCESS ALL ERAS FROM JUST £34.80 


Royal retreats, costly defeats, naval fleets - English Heritage membership brings it all together 
in a fascinating mosaic of our history, covering thousands of years in over400 historic places. 
Including many within easy reach like Osborne, Carisbrooke Castle, Old Sarum, Dover Castle 
and 1066 Battle of Hastings, Abbey and Battlefield, 


You can get unlimited access to all this history for a whole year - all from just £34.80. 


English Heritage membership also includes a free handbook worth £10.95 and four editions 
of our exclusive Members’ Magazine. 


O N NOW 


flK 4 ' 

SSifo 




1 * 




GREAT VALUE 



Electric Rediners 
from only £449 

(Ex VAT) 

Credit available subject to status - full details on request 
33-35 Victoria Road, Woolston, Southampton S0199DY 
sales@pontfurnishings.co.uk 

T: 023 8044 0303 free parking 

Open 9 am to 5pm Monday to Saturday IN WOOLSTON 

www.pontfurnishings.co.uk 


FREE HOME DEMONSTRATIONS 
FREE LOCAL DELIVERY 

Pont Furnishings is a family 



Pont 

FURNISHINGS 


Suites • Rediners • Beds & Bedding • Reupholstery • Carpets • Lighting • Colonial & Village Candles 


[Rom 


LINES 

. .. . 







m 


MODEL RAILWAYS BOUGHT AND SOLD 


We probably have the 
largest selection of 
pre-owned model 
railways on the 
south coast. 

We stock new PECO, Hornby, 
Bachman, Javis, Expo, 
Woodland scenic’s, Metcalfe 
Graham Fraish, TCS decoders 
Kadee Couplers and more! 

On our website we have a 
selection of our pre-owned 
locomotives with much more 
on display in the shop! 




Telephone: 02380 772 681 

www.ronlines.com | r.lines@hotmail.co.uk 

342 Shirely Road, Southampton, S015 3HJ 


Lin BEATABLE EARPET OFFERS 

UilLTOH ROVAL OUTLET 


WILTON ROYAL CHARTER DELUXE 50oz 80/20 WOOL TWIST 
NORMALLY £28.99m 2 NOW £15.99m 2 

WILTON ROYAL SUPER CHARTER 45oz 80/20 WOOL TWIST 
NORMALLY £24.99m 2 - NOW £11.99m 2 

WILTON ROYAL AIREDALE TWIST 32oz 80/20 WOOL TWIST 
NORMALLY £18.99 m 2 - NOW £9.99m 2 

WILTON ROYAL NEW FOREST 37oz 80/20 WOOL TWIST 
NORMALLY £19.99m 2 NOW £12.99m 2 

WILTON ROYAL CHARTER SUPREME GOLD 60oz 80/20 WOOL TWIST 
NORMALLY £31,99m 2 - NOW £23.99m 2 

WILTON ROYAL ENTERPRISE 30oz 80/20 
NORMALLY £19.99m 2 - NOW £6.99m 2 



OVER 400 REMNANTS MANY 

UP TO 50% OFF 


GREAT RANGE OF 
COMPETITIVELY PRICED BEDS 


DISCOUNT WAREHOUSE 

RINGWOOD ROAD, WOODLANDS, SOUTHAMPTON, SO40 7GY 

02380 873459 


Discount Warehouse (Totton) Ltd. 

Our customers come back again and again! 
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SHOLING FC WOULD LIKE TO THANK THE CONTINUED SUPPORT 

OF ITS CURRENT SPONSORS 

^ - REGAL 






tfMNSACH 





“Sholing FC as a FA Charter Standard Community 
Charter Club we are committed ‘to a rise from within 
policy’ where players will be developed through our 
successful youth sides and given the opportunity 
to represent the Club at Senior level thus ensuring 
sporting activity for the local committee” 

Since winning the FA Vase in May 2014 the club 
has made the transitional move in which it has been 
dedicated to promoting players from within their 
youth infrastructure and this has been highlighted 
this season. The club have finished in a rewarding 
Runners up position with no fewer than twelve 
players aged 18 or under that have played within the 
first team set up highlighting their own FA Youth Cup 
run before losing to Newport County on penalties. 

Next season our U18’s will feature in the Hampshire 
County Youth and will be registered with the Wyvern 
and Wessex Leagues to help progress their own 
development 

We also work with local businesses within the 
local Community offering them workable packages 
to suit their needs, we are also looking to recruit 


volunteers in various roles within the club. 

The club will be looking to endorse a Supporters Club 
which will include discounted priced tickets and other 
benefits as reward for their loyal support to Sholing FC 

The Early Bird season ticket will be available 
from Monday 9th May Adult £63 Concessions 
£30 U16 £20 U12 will be free. Season tickets 
will be available Monday 1st August Adults 
£85 Concessions £45 U16 30 U12 will be free. 

If you wish to be involved with Sholing FC in 
anyway as volunteer, part of the supporters 
club or purchasing a season ticket Contact 
Sholing FC Secretary Greg Dickson via email 

secretary@sholingfc.com or on 07948 832944 

Preseason will commence at Sholing FC on 
Thursday 30th June at 7:00 pm if you would like to 
be involved contact Dave Diaper on 07770 873555 
for further information. 

Currently the club have 1st team friendlies 
confirmed away to Alton Town Saturday 16th July 
Petersfield Town Tuesday 19th July Winchester 


City Wednesday 27th July with the season to 
commence on Saturday 6th August. Our reserve 
friendlies will be confirmed shortly. 

Within the Youth section we are looking for new 
players and volunteers to assist us. We also boast a 
very successful Mini Soccer School run on Saturday 
mornings with Soccer Courses available during the 
School holidays. If you want to get involved, contact 
details are as follows: 

For all Youth football Carly Kinsey 

Sholing.youth@sky.com 07826 166708 or 
Patrick McGonigle ppmcgonigle@aol.com 

07795 368913 alternatively Mini Soccer contact 
Community Manager/Mini Soccer School Kevin 

Brewster-performingsports@hotmail.co.uk 

07921 903179 

Further information can be found on 

www.sholingfc.co.uk 




Dates: Wednesday 18th & Sunday 29th May 
Time: 7:00pm - 8:30pm & 2:00pm - 4:00pm 
Venue: Sholing F.C., VT Sports Ground, 
Portsmouth Road, Sholing, S019 9PW. 

Open to ages: 15-17 year olds 

For further info contact Dan Martin on 07807713513 
or lain Calder on 0776652144 



• The Future's Bright, it's Red and 
White - over 15 teams U7 - U18. 

• Community Charter Standard 

• All our coaches are qualified or 
working towards qualification. We 
ensure all our coaches are members 
of the Licenced Coaching Scheme 
and aim to develop 

our coaches through a thorough 
CPD programme. 

• We focus on player development with 
an aim to progress as many players 
through to our Development and 
First Team Squads. 

• Current Tyro Challenge Cup 
Champions at U12, U13 and U15 

• Hampshire Cup Winners 2014/15 
at U12 and U15 

• Hampshire Cup Finalists 2015/16 
at U13 
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THIS WEEK’S 

JACKPOT 

£36,000 

PLUS 70 consolation 
i I prizes of £15 each week 

P A ft ft ft nearest 20 for Southern Daily Echo 

I I If II I miCC 20 for Daily Echo Bournemouth 

I I I II II I . 10 for Dorset Echo 

fl L I IVVV PriZe... 1 10 for Sunday Independent 

/ r 10 for Bnghton Argus 


PLUS 70 consolation 
prizes of £15 each week 

20 for Southern Daily Echo 

20 for Daily Echo Bournemouth 
10 for Dorset Echo 
10 for Sunday Independent 
10 for Brighton Argus 


F IND THE BALL is a test of skill 
and football knowledge and is 
open to readers of the South¬ 
ampton, Bournemouth, Dorset 
Echos, Brighton Argus and Sunday 
Independent, Plymouth. 

You have to use your skill and 
judgement to determine the exact 
centre of the ball. 

Mark an X with a ballpoint pen on 
the picture where you consider that 
position to be-dear rubber stamps 
and self adhesive labels will also be 
accepted. 

Every coupon will be carefully 
examined and the jackpot prize will 
be paid to the entrant whose cross 
marks the exact centre of the ball 
when the photograph was taken. 

If the Jackpot is not won, £1,000 
will be added to next week's 
jackpot. 

The nearest-miss prize of £1,000 
will be paid out each week to the 


competitor whose cross is nearest 
to the centre of the ball when there 
is no jackpot winner. 

When a jackpot has been won 
the next week's prize reverts back 
to £5,000 and the nearest-miss 
prize stays at £1,000. 

If the Jackpot is not won after 46 
weeks, when standing at £50,000, 
the nearest miss prize of £1,000 
will be paid out and the jackpot will 
remain at £50,000 each week until 
there is a jackpot winner, then the 
jackpot starts again at £5,000, with 
the nearest miss prize remaining at 
£1,000 each week. 

If there is more than one winner 
the jackpot will be shared and, 
similarly, if there is more than one 
runner-up the nearest miss prize 
will also be shared. 


RESULTS 



Winners 


Competition number SI 8 


JACKPOTWINNER NO WINNER 

CONGRATULATIONS 
L Came, Plymouth, Devon 
who wins the nearest miss prize of £1,000 
The following competitors each receive a consolation prize of £15 


P Barney 
J Carvell 
S Crook 
D Earl 
Mr Early 
R Elstone 
D Forder 
M Froud 
D Goddard 
M Halford 


Southampton, Hants 
Eastleigh, Hants 
North Baddesley, Hants 
Southampton, Hants 
Southampton, Hants 
Southampton, Hants 
Southampton, Hants 
Eastleigh, Hants 
Southampton, Hants 
Winchester, Hants 


D Hindle Southampton, Hants 
B Lamb Southampton, Hants 
N Martin Chandlers Ford, Hants 
T May Southampton, Hants 
J O'Donnell Forfdingbridge, Hants 
L Pindar Southampton, Hants 
D Randell Southampton, Hants 
RTravers Southampton, Hants 
J Wiseman Southampton, Hants 
C Young Southampton, Hants 


1. You are allowed a minimum of 60 crosses and a maximum of 450 per coupon. Coupons with 451 
or more will be disqualified. Entries altered defaced or mutilated will be invalid. Crosses must be dis¬ 
tinct and separate. 2. Competitors may submit as many coupons as they wish. Members of a family 
can send their entries in one envelope with a covering postal order or cheque. 3. No responsibility can 
be accepted for entries delayed, lost or mislaid. Proof of posting cannot be accepted as proof of deliv¬ 
ery. 4. Payment may be made by postal order or cheque for the correct amount payable to Newsquest, 
and crossed '& Co.' Stamps will not be accepted in payment. 5. A competitor cannot win more than one 
share of the prize money across all titles each week. 6. The Editor's decision on winning entry or entries 
and matters relating to this competition is binding in honour only. NO CORRESPONDENCE CAN BE EN¬ 
TERED INTO. 7. Employees of NEWSQUEST Media Group and subsidiary companies and members of 
their families are not eligible to enter the competition. 8. Address entries to FTB, Newspaper House, 
Test Lane, Southampton, SOI6 9JX in a sealed envelope. Understamped entries are not accepted. 
9. Prize monies are held for and on behalf of winners. 10. Do not send cash in the post. 11. Winners will be 
required to participate in publicity. 12. Photocopies not accepted. 13. For rules go to www.dailyecho.co.uk/ 
promotions/rules, www.newsquest.co.uk/terms or write in for a copy. 14. If you pay by cheque your prize 
money will be paid to you once cheque has cleared. 








SAVE 

POSTAGE 

For your 
convenience 
coupons may be 
posted in our 
FIND THE BALL 
collecting boxes 
located at selected 
newsagents and all 
branch offices 

Deadlines for brand! 
office collection boxes are 
as follows: 

Bournemouth Echo 
12 noon Tuesday 
Southern Daily Echo 
I2noon Tuesday 
Dorset Echo 
Closing tine Monday 

Deadlines for selected 
newsagents collection 
boxes as listed in: 

Bournemouth Echo 
dosing time Monday 
Southern Daily Echo 
10.00 am Tuesday 
Dorset Echo 
Closing time Monday 


Please use black/blue ink and capitals 

TITLE □ 

MR □ MRS □ MISS □ MS 

FIRST NAME 


14 May 2016 

□ 


Please cross box 


SURNAME 

ADDRESS 


□ 


POSTCODE _ 

DAYTIME 

TELEPHONE _ 

I enclose cash/cheque/postal order Value £’s 


□ 


S19 □ 


L 


On what dayts) do you purchase the Daily Echo? 


Do you have the paper 
home delivered’ 


□ 


GO 

CROSSES 

125 

CROSSES 

El 

c2 



200 

CROSSES 

£3 


325 

CROSSES 


450 

f 5 

CROSSES 




CASH 


PRIZE 


EVERY 


WEEK 


Please complete 
entry form and 
send to: 

FTB 

Newspaper 
House, 
Test Lane, 
Southampton 
SOI 6 9JX 
Cheques payable 
to newsquest 


□ MON □ TUE □ WED □ THURS □ FRI □ SAT □ YES □ NO 
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Paine’s World 


The Saints legend's 


column on all Things football 




Sunderland fans a key 


PERHAPS the only clubs that come 
close to defining their city in the 
same way are Rangers and Celtic 
and the fanatical devotion they in¬ 
spire among the people of Glas¬ 
gow. 

That said, there’s something missing in 
the relationship between the Old Firm and 
their fans - that elusive something that 
makes Sunderland the club that it is. 

Maybe it’s the never-ending stream of 
hope, the constant belief that each new sea¬ 
son could be their year. 

Sunderland are hardly the only club whose 
fans have a tendency to spend much of the 
summer break predicting varying levels of 
glory for the season ahead but they have a 
very special way of doing it, a glowing posi¬ 
tivity combined with a kind of gallows hu¬ 
mour, almost an acceptance that the dreams 
of the fans are just that, dreams. 

After years of underachievement, it 
doesn’t take much to get Sunderland fans 
excited but when the Stadium of Light is in 
full voice there’s hardly a football ground 
like it. 

Perhaps it’s the nature of the relationship; 
Sunderland in modern times have not exact¬ 
ly inspired unyielding belief that the team 
walking out onto the pitch every weekend 
will be successful. Yet time and again we see 
the Stadium of Light packed to the rafters, 
fans cheering, flags waving and a constant 
reminder of the incredible support that our 
“perennial relegation strugglers” receive. 

This inspires a very specific brand of cult 
hero of which Lee Cattermole is more-or- 
less the blueprint, players who will run 
themselves into the ground for the club, 
not necessarily brilliantly talented or enor¬ 
mously effective players, but players who 
care for the shirt as much as the fans do. You 
only need to look at the photos of Jermain 
Defoe barely holding back the tears after 
the Chelsea game or Younes Kaboul looking 
absolutely overwhelmed at the final whistle 
of the Everton game to know that these are 
players who truly care. Sunderland has got¬ 
ten under their skin. 

Whatever it is that makes Sunderland 
such a truly and uniquely brilliant club to 
support, it has been shown in abundance 
over the past few games. After a year that 
has featured some crushing lows for fans 
of the club, lows that hardly need highlight¬ 
ing again, this will go down as perhaps one 
of the great Sunderland triumphs of the 
Premier League era. Sam Allardyce took a 
squad devoid of confidence, spirit and heart 
and turned them into a team that proved so 
many doubters wrong. 

While acknowledging Allardyce’s bril¬ 
liance, the real difference-maker in the 
run-in has been the attitude of the fans. 
For those of us too young to remember the 


• It was a real 
pleasure to 
attend the Player 
Awards dinner at 
St Mary’s this 
week, and to be 
able to hand out 
my President’s 
Choice Award. 

This year I 
gave it to Ryan 
Bertrand. 

There are a 
couple of 
important 
factors that I like 
to consider 
beyond just the 
obvious. 

With Ryan I was 
very impressed 
by his 

adaptability 
because of the 
way he slotted 
into that back 
three as well 
excelling at his 
normal position 
of left back. That 
was a huge plus. 

The other 
factor is 
availability. 

Aside from a few 
games at the 
start of the 
season, Ryan 
has been fit and 
a regular starter 
and has put in 
consistent 
performances 
over the season. 

His club form 
and also his 
England form 
form has been 
out of the top 
drawer. 


legendary Roker Roar, it has been nothing 
short of breath-taking to see and hear the 
passion of the fans and witness the affect it 
so clearly has on the players. 

They have played like men possessed at 
times and this new-found drive and desire 
was undoubtedly crucial to ensuring top 
flight survival. 


So perhaps the thing that makes Sunder¬ 
land so special is the fans. 

The thousands of mad, red and white-clad 
pilgrims who journey thousands of miles 
every season to watch their side annihilated 
by the playthings of billionaires and appear 
at games without fail in wind, snow and 
rain. 


Without them Sunderland wouldn’t be 
the club it is and going forward they will 
be every bit as important as the eleven lads 
running out in red and white. 

Who knows, maybe the return of the Ro¬ 
ker Roar might even inspire heroics on the 
scale of another recent relegation strug- 
gler? 


asset in survival story 
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Rewriting the 
record books 

LEICESTER stunned the world of 
football by winning the Barclays 
Premier League after being 5,000-1 
shots at the start of the season. 

They have set an incredible 24 club 
records during a historic season and, 
here, the Sports Pink looks at just some 
of the stand-out feats Claudio Ranieri’s 
side have achieved this term. 

It is the first ever top-flight title in the 
Foxes’ 132-year history and beats their 
highest-ever PL finish of eighth in 
1999/00 while they have won 23 games 
so far, eclipsing their previous high of 
16 in a single PL season. 

With 12 home wins they have beaten 
their PL record of 10 set in 1999/00 and 
2000/01 while 11 away victories betters 
the 1997/98 high of seven and 
contributed to eclipsing their highest 
points tally of 55. They currently have 
80 points with a game left. 

With only three defeats to date, City 
haver broke their record of fewest 
losses in a single PL season, beating 
the 11 set in 1997/98. 

Leicester have broken their record of 
consecutive Premier League wins, 
which now stands at five, and they have 
also gone a club-best of 11 games 
unbeaten. 


They have lost just once at home this 
season, setting a new record of 15 
consecutive home games unbeaten. 



Record breakers Leicester. 


Consecutive home clean sheets was 
another record broken that spoke 
volumes of City’s defensive displays, 
with five set against Manchester City, 
Bournemouth, Stoke, Liverpool and 
Norwich. 

Only three teams, Manchester City, 
Bournemouth and Liverpool, have 
stopped Leicester from scoring this 
season. 

Alongside their highest-ever PL finish 
is their highest final position in 
England’s top flight, with the Foxes 
previously finishing second in the 
1928/29 season. 

The 21 victories earned in the 
1928/29 and 1965/66 seasons have 
also been eclipsed, with 23 top-flight 
wins also accompanying the Premier 
League record. 

City have set a new club record of 11 
away top-flight wins - nine coming in the 
1965/66 season - as well as their fewest 
top-flight defeats, with 10 in the 
1962/63 and 1975/76 campaigns. 


Reliving Saints’ fina 


MANY Saints fans grew up watch¬ 
ing their club battle for their top 
flight lives on the final day of a Pre¬ 
mier League season. 

That was also the case when 
Saints went down in 2004/05. 

But those sort of nervous times 
are a thing of the past now 
For the last few seasons, fans have 
been looking more to the top of the 
top flight table than the bottom of 
it. 

Here, the Sports Pink relives some 
of the drama of former seasons ... 

1959/60 

Going into the last day 

P W D L F A Pts 
Saints 45 25 9 11 104 75 59 

Norwich 45 23 11 11 79 54 57 

Coventry 44 21 9 14 77 60 51 

Grimsby 45 18 15 12 86 69 51 

Final day results: Norwich City 3 
Chesterfield 0, Saints 2 Bradford City 0, Coven¬ 
try 1 Reading 1, Bury 1 Grimsby 1. 

How they finished 

P W D L F A Pts 
Saints 46 26 9 11 106 75 61 

Norwich 46 24 11 11 82 54 59 

Shrewsbury 46 18 16 12 97 75 52 

Grimsby 46 18 16 12 87 70 52 

Coventry 46 21 10 15 78 63 52 

Saints had already assured them¬ 
selves of promotion back to the sec¬ 
ond tier by the time they welcomed 
Bradford City to The Dell for the 

final game of the 1959/60 season. Bosses Lawrie McMenemy and Keith Burkinshaw appeal for calm prior to the final day clash of 1977/78. 

But Ted Bates’ side were deter¬ 
mined to go out on a high, and their 
2-0 victory ensured they lifted a di¬ 
visional title for what remains the 
only time in the club’s history 
Had Saints lost, they would have 
finished second as Norwich would 
have claimed the title instead. 

1965/66 

Going into the last day 

P W D L F A Pts 
Man City 41 22 14 5 76 44 58 

SAINTS 41 22 9 10 85 56 53 

Coventry 42 20 13 9 73 53 53 

Huddersfield 42 19 13 10 62 36 51 

Bristol City 42 17 17 8 63 48 51 

Result: Manchester City 0 Saints 0 

How they finished 

P W D L F A Pts 
Man City 42 22 15 5 76 44 59 

SAINTS 42 22 10 10 85 56 54 

Coventry 42 20 13 9 73 53 53 

Huddersfield 42 19 13 10 62 36 51 

Bristol City 42 17 17 8 63 48 51 


Saints travelled to Maine Road to 
face champions Manchester City 
with promotion all but assured. 

The 1-1 draw at Orient a week ear¬ 
lier ensured that Saints would be 
promoted to the top flight for the 
first time ever - unless they lost 6-0 
or more at Maine Road. 

Had they done so, Coventry would 
have gone up on goal average in¬ 
stead. 

As it turned out, Saints rarely 
looked like conceding any goals in 
a 0-0 stalemate. 


Saints fans in party mood as the club avoid relegation in 2008 by beating Sheffield United. 


1973/74 

Going into the last day 

P W D L F A Pts 
Chelsea 41 12 13 16 56 59 37 

Tottenham 39 12 13 14 41 49 37 

Coventry 41 14 9 18 40 51 37 

West Ham 41 11 14 16 53 58 36 

Birmingham 41 11 13 17 50 63 35 


SAINTS 41 10 14 17 44 68 34 

Man Utd 40 10 12 18 38 46 32 

Norwich 40 7 15 18 36 57 30 


Final day results: Birmingham 2 Norwich 1, 
Coventry 3 Arsenal 3, Everton 0 Saints 3, Man¬ 
chester United 0 Manchester City 1, West Ham 
2 Liverpool 2. 


How they finished 

P W D L F A Pts 

Coventry 42 14 10 18 43 54 38 

Chelsea 42 12 13 17 56 60 37 

West Ham 41 11 15 16 55 60 37 

Birmingham 42 12 13 17 52 64 37 

SAINTS 42 11 14 17 47 68 36 

Man Utd 41 10 12 19 38 47 32 

Norwich 41 7 15 19 37 59 29 
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I day ups & downs 



Saints fans celebrate the final day win against Sheffield Unifed in 2008 that kept the club in the Championship. 



Andrew Surman celebrates Saints’ Championship survival with fans in 2008. 


SAINTS knew that a final day vic¬ 
tory at Everton might not be 
enough to keep them in the top 
flight - and that is how it turned 
out. 

Goals from Peter Osgood, Mick 
Channon and Brian O’Neil gave 
Saints an impressive 3-0 success 


at Goodison Park. 

But Birmingham’s home win 
over rock bottom Norwich saw 

Saints become the first club to 
ever finish third bottom of the 
First Division and go down. 

1977/78 


Going into the last day 

P W D L F A Pts 
Bolton 41 24 9 8 63 33 57 

SAINTS 41 22 12 7 70 39 56 

Tottenham 41 20 15 6 83 49 55 

Brighton 41 21 12 8 61 37 54 

Blackburn 41 16 13 12 56 55 45 

Final day results: Bolton 0 Fulham 0, 


Brighton 2 Blackpool 1, Burnley 2 
Luton Town, Crystal Palace 5 
Blackburn 0, Saints 0 Tottenham 0. 

How they finished 

P W D L F A Pts 
Bolton 42 24 10 8 63 33 58 

SAINTS 42 22 13 7 70 39 57 

Tottenham 42 20 16 6 83 49 56 

Brighton 42 22 12 8 63 38 56 

Blackburn 42 16 13 13 56 60 45 

THOUGH Saints went into their 
last game at home to Spurs already 
promoted, opponents Tottenham 
needed a point to ensure they went 
up as well. 

A goalless stalemate saw both 
clubs celebrating on the final whis¬ 
tle, while Brighton missed out on 
goal difference. 

1983/84 

Going into the last game 



P 

W 

D 

L 

F 

A 

Pts 

Liverpool 

42 

22 

14 

6 

73 

32 

80 

N Forest 

42 

22 

8 

12 

76 

45 

74 

Man Utd 

42 

20 

14 

8 

71 

41 

74 

SAINTS 

41 

21 

11 

9 

63 

37 

74 

QPR 

42 

22 

7 

13 

67 

37 

73 


Final day result: Notts County 1 
Saints 3 


How they finished 



P 

W 

D 

L 

F 

A 

Pts 

Liverpool 4 

2 

22 

14 

6 

73 

32 

80 

SAINTS 

42 

22 

11 

9 

66 

38 

77 

Nott Forest 

42 

22 

8 

12 

76 

45 

74 

Man Utd 

42 

20 

14 

8 

71 

41 

74 

QPR 

42 

22 

7 

13 

67 

37 

73 


With one game remaining, Saints 
were fourth and already assured of 
their highest ever finish in the old 
First Division. 

But with the rest of the league 
having completed their pro¬ 
grammes, they knew victory at 
relegated Notts County would take 
them into runners-up spot. 

In front of a paltry crowd of 
6,035 - can you imagine a Pre¬ 
mier League game being watched 
by such a small attendance ever 
again? - Steve Moran fired Saints 
into an early lead. 

Though Notts levelled, Moran re¬ 
stored the visitors’ advantage in 
the second half with his 21st 
league goal of the season. 

David Armstrong clinched run¬ 
ners-up spot with a third goal. 

Strangely, the second, third and 
fifth placed clubs that season all 
won the same amount of games as 
champions Liverpool. 

1992/93 

Going into the last day 

P W D L F A Pts 
Saints 41 13 11 17 51 57 50 

SheffUtd 41 13 10 18 50 51 49 

Ipswich 41 11 16 14 48 54 49 

C Palace 41 11 16 14 48 58 49 

Oldham 41 12 1 0 19 59 71 46 

Mboro 41 11 10 20 51 72 43 

Nott Forest 41 10 10 21 40 60 40 

Final day results: Arsenal 3 Crystal 
Palace 0, Ipswich 2 Nottingham 
Forest 1, Middlesbrough 3 Norwich 3, 

Oldham 4 SAINTS 3, Sheffield United 
4 Chelsea 2. Cont on page 28 


Ranieri’s 
next job? 

MANAGER Claudio Ranieri has won the 
Premier League with Leicester to stun 
the world of football. 

With his reputation restored, after a 
miserable spell in charge of Greece 
ended in 2014, the Sports Pink looks at 
what the Italian has to do next. 

KEEP HIS STARS 

Leicester’s success is built on a 
strong team ethic and bond which was 
developed during Nigel Pearson’s 
reign. They have a hard-working, close 
bunch of players who have grown with 
each other and it is paramount Ranieri 
keeps them together. Jamie Vardy 
signed a new deal in February and the 
club now must persuade PFA Player of 
the Year Riyad Mahrez to sign, along 
with Kasper Schmeichel, who has been 
linked with Barcelona, and N’Golo 
Kante. 

DO NOT DISRUPT THE DRESSING 
ROOM 

As champions and top seeds in the 
Champions League the Foxes will be 
propelled into another stratosphere 
and Ranieri is mindful of not upsetting 
the squad’s dynamic. It would be easy 
for the club to splash out on some big- 
name stars but that would risk 
upsetting their ethos if they did not fit. 
New signings will be needed but the 
club will ensure they will slot into the 
squad. 



Leicester manager Claudio Ranieri 
with the Premier League trophy 


HELP THE CLUB ADAPT 
While Ranieri will not upset the squad 
it is clear they will need to learn to 
juggle their responsibilities as they 
head for the Champions League. He 
knows how to do it after his time with 
Inter, Monaco and Chelsea but most of 
the players will never have experienced 
playing in Europe. The whole club must 
step up a level, from on the pitch to the 
marketing offices, and Ranieri must do 
his best to guide the players through 
the changes. 

SIGN A NEW DEAL 
The Italian is likely to be rewarded 
with a new contract after his 
astonishing success and has said he 
would be keen to end his career at the 
club. He has, unsurprisingly, been 
linked with other jobs including the Italy 
national team. 

KEEP A LID ON EXPECTATIONS 
Ranieri has already set a top-10 target 
for the Foxes next season and insisted 
he does not expect them to defend 
their title. Ranieri will be aware it is 
important to keep the club and 
supporters from getting carried away - 
even if they are embarking on a new 
adventure. 


KEEP UP TO DATE WITH LOCAL SPORT ONLINE AT dailyecho.co.uk 





























28 


DAILY ECHO 


Saturday, May 14,2016 


Liverpool aim 
to relive glory 
in Europe 


Saints.. the last-da] 


LIVERPOOL face Sevilla in the Europa 
League final in Basel on Wednesday. 

Here, the Sports Pink looks at the 
game. 

IS LIVERPOOL’S NAME ON THE CUP? 

History suggests the omens are good 
for Jurgen Klopp’s side. They have 
reached six semi-finals in this 
competition’s various guises and on 
each occasion they have progressed 
and then have gone on to win the 
trophy (1973,1976 and 2001). 

WHAT WOULD WINNING THE EUROPA 
LEAGUE MEAN? 

Firstly, it would be their fourth 
success in the competition, 
coincidentally joining opponents 
Sevilla for the most victories, and a 
ninth major European trophy overall to 
draw level with Barcelona and AC Milan 
and three behind outright leaders Real 
Madrid. Secondly, it secures a welcome 
return to Champions League football 
next season - a competition Liverpool 
have played in just once in the last 
seven years. 

CAN JURGEN KLOPP FOLLOW IN THE 
FOOTSTEPS OF THE CLUB’S PREVIOUS 
GREATS? 

Should the German guide his side to 
victory in Basel, he will become the 



Liverpool manager Jurgen Klopp 


sixth manager to lift a European title 
after Bill Shankly, Bob Paisley, Joe 
Fagan, Gerard Houllier and Rafael 
Benitez. All are revered at Anfield and 
Klopp has already gone a long way to 
cementing his relationship with fans, 
immersing himself in local culture and 
forging a real bond with the supporters 
who now chant his name. 

ARE THERE ANY INTERESTING SUB¬ 
PLOTS? 

Liverpool’s left-back Alberto Moreno 
is facing his hometown club having 
come through the ranks to make 62 
first-team appearances. His last match 
for Sevilla was their 2014 Europa 
League final victory over Benfica. 

SO WHAT ARE SEVILLA’S CHANCES? 

Unai Emery is bidding for a personal 
treble as he seeks to lead his side to an 
unprecedented third successive victory 
in any of the competition’s previous 
guises. 

Sevilla’s Europa League pedigree 
cannot be questioned with their four 
wins all coming since Liverpool’s last 
European triumph in the 2005 
Champions League. 

Victory for them would provide Spain 
with a 10th UEFA Cup/Europa League 
success, lifting them above Italy as the 
competition’s most successful nation. 


from page 27 

How they finished 

P W D L F A Pts 
Leeds 42 12 15 15 57 62 51 

SAINTS 42 13 11 18 54 61 50 

Oldham 42 13 10 19 63 74 49 

C Palace 42 11 16 15 48 61 49 

Mboro 42 11 11 20 54 75 44 

Nott Forest 42 10 10 22 41 62 40 

Though Saints were safe from the drop, they 
could send last-day rivals Oldham down if they 
avoided defeat at Boundary Park. 

For their part, Joe Royle’s Latics knew that not 
even a win might be enough to save them. 

As it turned out, though, Oldham’s 4-3 victory 
was enough to secure their status as Crystal Palace 
went down instead after losing at Arsenal. 

Oldham led 4-1 at one stage before Matt Le Tis- 
sier set up a nervous finish by completing his hat- 
trick six minutes from time. 

1993/94 

Going into the last day 

P W D L F A Pts 
SAINTS 41 12 6 23 46 63 42 

Sheff Utd 41 8 18 15 40 57 42 

Ipswich 41 9 15 17 35 58 42 

Everton 41 11 8 22 39 61 41 

Oldham 41 9 12 20 41 67 39 

Swindon 41 5 15 21 47 95 30 

Final day results: Blackburn 0 
Ipswich 0, Chelsea 3 Sheffield United 
2, Everton 3 Wimbledon 2, Norwich 
City 1 Oldham 1, Swindon 0 Leeds 5, 

West Ham 3 SAINTS 3. 

How they finished 

P W D L F A Pts 
Man City 42 9 18 15 38 49 45 

Everton 42 12 8 22 42 63 44 

SAINTS 42 12 7 23 49 66 43 

Ipswich 42 9 16 17 35 58 43 

Sheff United 42 8 18 16 42 60 42 

Oldham 42 9 13 20 42 68 40 

Swindon 42 5 15 22 47 100 30 


Saints went into the last game at Upton Park 
knowing they could go down if they failed to win. 

They were within seconds of managing victory, 
as a Matt Le Tissier double and a Neil Maddison 
header put them 3-2 up. 

Ken Monkou’s late own goal, though, gave West 
Ham a point. 

Saints were safe, however, and it was Sheffield 
United who went down after conceding a late win¬ 
ner at Chelsea. 

Everton had looked doomed after falling 2-0 down 
at home to Wimbledon, but recovered to win 3-2. 

1995/96 

Going into the last day 

P W D L F A Pts 
Sheff Wed 37 10 9 18 47 60 39 

Coventry 37 8 13 16 42 60 37 

SAINTS 37 9 10 18 34 52 37 

Man City 37 9 10 18 31 56 37 

QPR 37 9 6 22 38 54 33 

Bolton 37 8 5 24 38 69 29 


Final day results: Arsenal 2 Bolton 1, 
Coventry City 0 Leeds 0, Manchester 
City 2 Liverpool 2, Nottingham Forest 
3 QPR 0, SAINTS 0 Wimbledon 0, 

West Ham 1 Sheffield Wednesday 1. 

How they finished 

P W D L F A Pts 
Sheff Wed 38 10 10 18 48 61 40 

Coventry 38 8 14 16 42 60 38 

SAINTS 38 9 11 18 34 52 38 

Man City 38 9 11 18 33 58 38 



Billy Sharp celebrates his goal as Saints beat Coventry in 2012 to win promotion to the Premier League. 



Rickie Lambert celebrates on the pitch with Saints fans after the win over Coventry in 2012. 


QPR 38 9 6 23 38 57 33 

Bolton 38 8 5 25 39 71 29 

A real nailbiting finish to the season saw Alan 
Ball’s Manchester City relegated instead of Saints. 

Famously, Ball instructed his side to keep pos¬ 
session during the final stages of City’s draw with 
Liverpool as he believed Saints were losing to Wim¬ 
bledon. 


1996/97 

Going into the last day 

P W D L F A Pts 
Everton 37 10 12 15 43 55 42 

SAINTS 37 10 11 16 50 55 41 

Sunderland 37 10 10 17 35 52 40 

Mboro 37 10 11 16 50 59 38 

Coventry 37 8 14 15 36 53 38 

Nottm Forest 37 6 16 15 31 54 34 


Final day results: Aston Villa 1 Saints 
0, Everton 1 Chelsea 2, Leeds 1 
Middlesbrough 1, Newcastle 5 
Nottingham Forest 0, Tottenham 1 
Coventry 2, Wimbledon 1 Sunderland 
0 . 

How they finished 


GOT A STORY FOR US? EMAIL echosport@dailyecho.co.uk 
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if thrills and spills.. 


Foxes face 
new mental 
challenge 



Jos Hooiveld gets a huge from Guly as Saints beat Coventry 4-0 in 2012. 



Saints celebrate beating Coventry in 2012 and returning to the Premier League. 


P W D L F A Pts 

Everton 38 10 12 16 44 57 42 

SAINTS 38 10 11 17 50 56 41 

Coventry 38 9 14 15 38 54 41 

Sunderland 38 10 10 18 35 53 40 

Mboro 38 10 12 16 51 60 39 

Nott Forest 38 6 16 16 31 59 34 

* Middlesbrough deducted 3 points 

Saints knew they could go down if they lost heav¬ 


ily at Villa Park while Middlesbrough won at Leeds. 

As it was, Bryan Robson’s Boro went down after 
they could only draw at Elland Road. 

That completed an unwanted hat-trick, with Boro 
also losing in both the League Cup and FA Cup fi¬ 
nals. 

1998/99 

Going into the last day 


Wimbledon 

Coventry 

SAINTS 

Charlton 

Blackburn 

Nott Forest 


P W D L F A Pts 

37 10 12 15 40 60 42 

37 11 8 18 37 49 41 

37 10 8 19 35 64 38 

37 8 12 17 41 55 36 

37 7 13 17 37 51 34 

37 6 9 22 34 69 27 


Final day results: Charlton 0 Sheffield 
Wednesday 1, Coventry 2 Leeds 2, 


Liverpool 3 Wimbledon 0, Newcastle 1 
Blackburn 1, Nottingham Forest 1 
Leicester 0, Saints 2 Everton 0. 

How they finished 

P W D L F A Pts 
Coventry 38 11 9 18 39 51 42 

Wimbledon 38 10 12 16 40 63 42 

SAINTS 38 11 8 19 37 64 41 

Charlton 38 8 12 18 41 56 36 

Blackburn 38 7 14 17 38 52 35 

Nottm Forest 38 7 9 22 35 69 30 

Saints or Charlton were battling to avoid the fi¬ 
nal relegation place come the last day of what has 
gone down in Saints’ folklore as the Great Escape 
season. 

Two Marian Pahars goals against Everton saw 
Dave Jones’ men to safety, while Charlton lost at 
home to Sheffield Wednesday. 

1999/2000 

Going into the last day 

P W D L F A Pts 
SAINTS 37 11 8 18 43 62 41 

Derby 37 9 11 17 44 53 38 

Wimbledon 37 7 12 18 46 72 33 

Bradford 37 8 9 20 37 68 33 

Sheff Wed 37 7 7 23 34 70 28 

Watford 37 5 6 26 34 77 21 

Final day results: Bradford City 1 
Liverpool 0, Chelsea 4 Derby 0, 

Sheffield Wednesday 4 Leicester 0, 

Saints 2 Wimbledon 0, Watford 1 
Coventry 0. 

How they finished 

P W D L F A Pts 
SAINTS 38 12 8 18 45 62 44 

Derby 38 9 11 18 44 57 38 

Bradford 38 9 9 20 38 68 36 

Wimbledon 38 7 12 19 46 74 33 

Sheff Wed 38 8 7 23 38 70 31 

Watford 38 6 6 26 35 77 24 

Though Saints were easily safe come the final 
day, Dell opponents Wimbledon needed victory to 
ensure their own survival. 

But the Dons’ fairytale was over as they went 
down due to an inability to win at Saints coupled 
with Bradford’s dramatic victory over Liverpool. 

So ended Wimbledon’s 14-year run in the top 
flight of English football, and kickstarted a chain of 
events which would see the club moved to Milton 
Keynes and stripped of its identity four years later. 

2004/05 

Going into the last day 

P W D L F A Pts 
Pompey 37 10 9 18 43 57 39 

Norwich 37 7 12 18 42 71 33 

SAINTS 37 6 14 17 44 64 32 

C Palace 37 7 11 19 39 60 32 

WBA 37 5 16 16 34 61 31 

Final day results: Saints 1 
Manchester United 2, Charlton 2 C 
Palace 2, Fulham 6 Norwich 0, West 
Bromwich Albion 2 Pompey 0. 

How they finished 



P 

W 

D 

L F 

A 

Pts 

Pompey 

38 10 

9 

19 43 59 

39 

WBA 

38 

6 

16 

16 36 

61 

34 

C Palace 

38 

7 

12 

19 41 

62 

33 

Norwich 

38 

7 

12 

19 42 

77 33 

SAINTS 

38 

6 

14 

18 45 

66 

32 


SAINTS would have stayed up had they beaten 
Manchester United on the final day of the season. 


Continued on page 29 


LEICESTER are heading into the 
unknown after becoming shock 
Premier League winners. 

Performance coach Jeremy Lazarus 
has worked with several top-flight clubs 
and athletes to help them prepare 
mentally and also wrote the best-selling 
book Ahead of the Game. 

Here, he explains what the Foxes 
must learn to handle as defending 
champions next season. 

ROLL WITH THE PUNCHES 

“They are going to be playing against 
better players so they have to 
understand the possibility of going to 
Bayern Munich for example and getting 
beaten 4-0. 

“They have to accept it and treat it as 
a learning curve and not let it knock 
their confidence. 

“It’s important they set realistic goals 
for next season early.” 

PREPARE TO BE SHOT AT 

“People will have more time to look at 
their game plan and find ways around 
it. Their opponents probably couldn’t 
believe Leicester would do it, and now 
Leicester have, teams will be gunning 
for them. 

“They are going to have to be even 
stronger to withstand that. They are 
champions, and they are going to have 



Leicester City manager Claudio 
Ranieri 

to stand up and be counted with that.” 


DEAL WITH THEIR NEW IDENTITY 

“At Chelsea, Manchester United and 
Manchester City they expect to be 
competing for trophies and they will 
tend to sign players who expect that. 

“Those players, ‘Galacticos’ if you 
want, will already be thinking ‘I deserve 
to be here’ so they have a sense of 
identity as players. 

“It’s important the Leicester players 
get their heads round what has 
happened because for some it will have 
changed their lives. They have to 
mentally adapt to who they are now.” 

REMAIN UNITED 

“These guys will have built up a real 
bond and, for example, some who did 
well this year will find themselves out of 
the team - how are they going to cope 
with it? 

“Ranieri has to up his game and his 
management skills really [have to] 
come to the fore.” 

PICK THE RIGHT RECRUITS 

“If they sign someone from Real 
Madrid who plays in front of 100,000 to 
then 30,000 at Leicester, they may find 
that a difficult adjustment. They have to 
find players who are adaptable and 
those they bring in have to be grafters, 
team players and [have] no egos.” 


KEEP UP TO DATE WITH LOCAL SPORT ONLINE AT dailyecho.co.uk 
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SAINTS SPOTLIGHT 



Remembering the 
nervous last days! 


From page 29 


But instead their 2-1 loss - after Harry Redknapp’s 
side had taken the lead - led to them finishing bottom 
of the Premier League. 

West Brom made history by starting the final day 
bottom of the table, yet ending outside the drop zone. 

To no-one’s real surprise, the Baggies defeated 
Portsmouth 2-0 while three results elsewhere all 
went in their favour. 


2006/07 


Going into the last day 

P W D L F A Pts 
Birmingham 45 26 8 11 67 41 86 

Sunderland 45 26 7 12 71 47 85 

Derby 45 24 9 12 60 46 81 

WBA 45 21 10 14 74 55 73 

Wolves 45 21 10 14 55 55 73 

SAINTS 45 20 12 13 73 52 72 

Stoke 45 19 15 11 61 40 72 

Preston 45 21 8 16 63 53 71 


Final day results: Derby County 2 Leeds 
United 0, Leicester City 1 Wolves 4, Luton 
Town 0 Sunderland 5, Preston North End 
1 Birmingham 0, QPR 1 Stoke City 1, 
SAINTS 4 Southend 1, WBA 7 Barnsley 0. 


How they finished 

P W D L F A Pts 
Sunderland 46 27 7 12 76 47 88 

Birmingham 46 26 8 12 67 42 86 

Derby 46 25 9 12 62 46 84 

WBA 46 22 10 14 81 55 76 

Wolves 46 22 10 14 59 56 76 

SAINTS 46 21 12 13 77 53 75 

Preston 46 22 8 16 64 53 74 

Stoke 46 19 16 11 62 41 73 


SAINTS needed to beat relegated Southend at St 
Mary’s to finish in the play-off zone. 

Though they fell behind early on, George Burley’s 
men hit back to win 4-1 and ensure their sixth placed 
finish. 



2007/08 


Leon Best has just scored in Saints’ 4-1 home win over Southend in 2007. 


Going into the last day 

P W D L F A Pts 
Barnsley 45 14 13 18 52 62 55 

Blackpool 45 12 17 16 58 63 53 

Coventry 45 14 11 29 51 60 53 

Sheff Wed 45 13 13 19 50 54 52 

Leicester 45 12 15 18 42 45 51 

SAINTS 45 12 15 18 53 70 51 

Scunthorpe 45 11 12 22 43 66 45 

Colchester 45 7 16 22 59 83 37 

Final day's results: Blackpool 1 Watford 
1, Cardiff City 3 Barnsley 0, Charlton 4 
Coventry 1, Scunthorpe 3 Colchester 3, 
SAINTS 3 Sheffield United 2, Stoke City 0 
Leicester 0 

How they finished 

P W D L F A Pts 
Barnsley 46 14 13 19 52 65 55 

Blackpool 46 12 18 16 59 64 54 

SAINTS 46 13 15 18 56 72 54 

Coventry 46 14 11 21 52 64 53 

Leicester 46 12 16 18 42 45 52 

Scunthorpe 46 11 13 22 46 69 46 

Colchester 46 7 17 12 62 86 38 


SAINTS were in the drop zone as they entered the 
last game of the season at home to Sheffield United. 

But they avoided the drop due to a dramatic 3-2 vic¬ 
tory coupled with Leicester’s failure to win at Stoke, 
whose point guaranteed them automatic promotion. 

Stern John scored twice for Saints before being 
sent off for a second bookable offence. 

Saints fans invaded the pitch at the end amid emo¬ 
tional scenes, with manager Nigel Pearson mobbed. 

2010/11 

Going into the last day 

P W D L F A Pts 

Brighton 45 28 10 7 84 39 94 

SAINTS 45 27 8 10 83 37 89 

Huddersfield 45 25 11 9 73 44 86 

Peterborough 45 22 10 13 101 75 76 
MK Dons 45 22 8 15 65 59 74 

Final day results: Huddersfield 4 
Brentford 4, Notts County 1 Brighton 1, 
Peterborough 5 Dagenham 0, SAINTS 3 
Walsall 1 

How they finished 


P W D L F A Pts 

Brighton 46 28 11 7 85 40 95 

SAINTS 46 28 8 10 86 38 92 

Huddersfield 46 25 12 9 77 48 87 

Peterborough 46 23 10 13 106 75 79 
MK Dons 46 23 8 15 67 60 77 

THE celebrations had already started prior to 
Saints’ final game of the season. 

The only way they could fail to go up automati¬ 
cally was if they lost at home to lowly Walsall while 
third placed Huddersfield won by 17 goals at home 
to Brentford. 

As it was, Huddersfield couldn’t 
even win their game and Saints 
were back in the second tier. 

2011/12 

Going into the last day 

P W D L F A Pts 
Reading 45 27 8 10 69 39 89 

SAINTS 45 25 10 10 81 46 85 

West Ham 45 23 14 8 79 47 83 

Blackpool 45 20 14 11 77 57 74 

Birmingham 45 19 16 10 76 51 73 


Cardiff 45 18 18 9 64 52 72 

Final day results: Birmingham 2 Reading 
0, Crystal Palace 1 Cardiff 2, Millwall 2 
Blackpool 2, SAINTS 4 Coventry 0, West 
Ham 2 Hull City 1. 

How they finished 

P W D L F A Pts 
Reading 46 27 8 11 69 41 89 

SAINTS 46 26 10 10 85 46 88 

West Ham 46 24 14 8 81 48 86 

Birmingham 46 20 16 10 78 51 76 

Blackpool 46 20 15 11 79 59 75 

Cardiff 46 19 18 9 66 53 75 

SAINTS entered the final game of the season 
knowing victory against Coventry would see them 
return to the Premier League after a highly eventful 
seven-year absence. 

They couldn’t have wished for better opposition as 
Coventry had already been relegated, and weren’t 
expected to cause Nigel Adkins’ men too many trou¬ 
bles. And so it was, with Saints romping to victory 
thanks to goals from Billy Sharp, Jose Fonte, Jos 
Hooiveld and Adam Lallana. 


Leicester 
title-in 
numbers 

1 - Team has beaten 
Leicester home and away 
this season - Arsenal (won 
5-2 at the King Power and 2-1 
at The Emirates). 

2 - Father-son combinations 
have now won the Premier 
League. Peter and Kasper 
Schmeichel for Manchester 
United and Leicester follow 
Ian Wright (Arsenal) and 
Shaun Wright-Phillips 
(Chelsea). 

6 - Points that separated 
Leicester from the relegation 
zone at the end of last 
season. They finished 14th. 

11 - Successive games in 
which Jamie Vardy scored, 
setting a Premier League 
record against Manchester 
United in November. One of 
those games was at St Mary’s 
in October, when Vardy 
netted twice as Leicester 
came from 0-2 down to draw 
2 - 2 . 

14 - Games Leicester have 
won by a one-goal margin. 
They include a 1-0 win over 
Saints in the East Midlands. 

22 - Promotions and 
relegations experienced by 
Leicester in their 132-year 
history. Saints have had just 
10 . 

28 - Goals Riyad Mahrez has 
directly contributed to, 
including 17 goals and 11 
assists. 

38 - Years since the last 
first-time winner in the top 
flight, when Nottingham 
Forest were crowned 
champions in 1978. 

48 - Seasons in the top 
flight before winning the 
league, beating Derby’s 
previous record of 46 when 
they won the first division in 
1972. This is Saints’ 39th top 
flight season. 

666 - Thousand people now 
follow Leicester’s official 
Twitter account, still 
considerably less than 
Manchester United 
(7.57million). Saints have 
545,000. 



Riyad Mahrez. 
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LOCAL CRICKET 



MIXED STARTS FOR NEW 
ARRIVALS IN THE LEAGUE 



New Milton’s Ryan Beck impressed with bat and ball 


IT WAS a mixed start for the 
five new sides into Hamp¬ 
shire League County Division 
1 cricket. 

Alton II, emphatically relegated 
from Southern Premier League Divi¬ 
sion 3 alongside Totton & Eling sec¬ 
onds last term, won. 

But the Eels, along with promot¬ 
ed pair Andover II and Bishops 
Waltham, were all heavily beaten. 

Andover and Totton were on the re¬ 
ceiving end of some serious run pun¬ 
ishment, writes Mike Vimpany. 

Bishops Waltham captain Dan 
Wheeler admitted his side - not un¬ 
like many others on the circuit - were 
“undercooked” for their CD1 tie with 
Alton at the Albany Ground. 

“We had only had one pre-season 
game and went into the Alton game 
massively undercooked,” he said. 

Early strikes by Stephen Ball (3-8) 
and subsequent middle-order inroads 
created by Lee Painter (5-32) left BW 
(36-6 at one stage) trying to defend 109 
(Andy Wakely 33) - a target Alton pol¬ 
ished off for the loss of three wickets. 

Openers Andy Postles (31) and Ryan 
Hale (20) put on 43, after which Rich¬ 
ard Anthony (29) completed the for¬ 
malities. 

It’s got the look of a long, hard sea¬ 
son for Totton & Eling, who have be¬ 
gun a sizeable rebuilding operation 
after the latest player exodus from 
Southern Gardens. 

At least Totton understand their sit¬ 
uation and know they’ll take a past¬ 
ing or two before they find their level 
and some of the emerging junior Eels 
come through. 

Ropley, who struggled for much 
of last season, put 302-8 on the elec¬ 
tronic Southern Gardens scoreboard 
- but not one of their batsmen scored 
a 50! 

Clearly none of them knew of Si¬ 
mon Preston’s favourable bar pric¬ 
es... 

Instead, it was left to Charterhouse 
schoolboy Jamie Hawkings, pictured, 
to take the plaudits with a 5-8 return, 
which accounted for three top order 
bats and two in the tail. Totton made 
82. 

Andover also found themselves on 
the receiving end of a 300-run bat¬ 
tering, with Matt Rogers cracking 
a mighty 154 and enjoying a 155-run 
stand with Tom May (66). 

Rogers, a 19-year-old from the Tug- 
geranong Valley club in the Austral¬ 
ian Capital Territory, played a hand¬ 
ful of games for US last summer, but 
is here for the whole season. 

Max Romer-Lee, coached by former 
Hampshire all-rounder Jon Ayling at 
Dauntseys, top scored with 69 for An¬ 
dover (230) and was promoted for to¬ 
day’s SPL match with Bournemouth. 

Steve Berryman, pictured, hit an 
unbeaten 108 as St Cross Symondians 
III made a flying start with a 99-run 
win at Ellingham. 

His century underpinned a power¬ 



Jimmy Hawkings 

ful St Cross total of 261, which the 
New Forest club (162) was unable to 
match. 

Burridge, with 242-9, made a decent 
fist of trying to chase down Hook & 
Newnham Basics’ 254-4, of which 
one-time Fareham & Crofton skipper 



Steve Berryman 

Kevin Light made 94 and Ben Alnutt 
a key 43. 

Teenager Jonathan Green (70) and 
Ian Hardcastle (50) made runs for 
Burridge. 

Fareham and Ventnor II look as 
though they might struggle. 


Without any overseas aid, Fareham 
lost a low scoring affair by three 
wickets to New Milton II at Bath 
Lane. 

Only Ben Kissane (35) and opener 
Tom Kent (25) made their mark for 
F&C, whose modest 128 seemed like¬ 
ly to test the Green & Golds when 
Ben White (3-33) impressed. 

Fresh from a three-wicket stint 
with the ball, Ryan Beck (43) and for¬ 
mer Parley teen Oli Shrub sole (24) 
pulled New Milton round, but work 
was still to be done when eighth- 
wicket pair Joe Hall and Dave Cross- 
ley came together to secure the vic¬ 
tory 

Kissane took a youthful Fareham 
side to Steephill today to face a 
Ventnor side well beaten by seven 
wickets by Portsmouth & Southsea. 

Left-arm spinner Keiron Dunstan 
took 5-29 as Ventnor were whisked 
out for 117. 



Overseas 
signing for 
Purbrook 

PURBROOK, comfortable 
138-run winners at Sarisbury 
Athletic II, have signed 
Christchurch-based New 
Zealander Benny Michel as 
their overseas player. 

He played Gloucestershire 
League Division 3 cricket for 
Stroud-based King’s Langley 
last summer, scoring more 
than 450 runs and finishing 
lead bowler with 32 poles. 

Michel (58) hit a debut half- 
century and joined John 
Moller (49) and Clark Harding 
(49) in the run-making stakes 
as Purbrook, one of the 
fancied Hampshire League 
CDI teams this term, posted a 
healthy 285-9 - far too many 
for Sarisbury, who managed 
147 all out. 

Nathan Snelling (4-43) and 
Aaron Dean (3-21) did the 
damage for Purbrook, who 
had SA 85-7 at one stage. 

• SHREWTONbeat OTs& 
Romsey II by 24 runs, with 
Sam Gillott (69) and Dan 
Bingley (57) sharing a century 
stand. 

But they slipped from 137-2 
to 181-8 and were in danger 
of posting a sub-200 total 
until Dan Pownall (29) and 
Paul Clancy (11) combined 
well to take the score to 226. 

Dan Pownall (4-37) and 
Marcus Jenkins (2-21) were 
too much for the OTR top 
order as OTs, but Ian 
Woodhall (73) led a recovery 
from 58-5. 

At 170-6, OTR were back in 
it, but Shrews regrouped and 
bowled their hosts out for 
202 . 

• LYMINGTON skipper 
Simon Beetham predicts their 
rivalry with New Milton will 
intensify following the Green 
and Golds’ return to the 
Southern Premier Cricket 
League top flight. 

New Milton won promotion 
from Division One last year 
and made the short journey 
east to face their neighbours 
this weekend. 

Both teams succumbed to 
narrow opening-day losses, 
with New Milton suffering 
defeat to St Cross and 
Lymington being beaten by 
Bashley at BCG. 

And Beetham is keen to 
avoid missing out on local 
bragging rights. 

He said: “No-one likes 
losing and if it’s your local 
rivals then you feel it a little 
bit more. 

“We’ve played against New 
Milton several times in 
preseason games in the past 
few years and there is a little 
bit of a rivalry there. 

“It is nice to have several 
local teams in the league. You 
get to know the characters 
and it helps in preparing for 
the opposition.” 
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Alfa Audi BMW Chevrolet Citroen Daewoo Fiat Ford 
Honda Hyundai Kia Land Rover Mercedes Mitsubishi Nissan 
Peugeot Renault Rover & MG Saab Seat Skoda Smart Car 
Subaru Toyota Vauxhall Volkswagen Volvo 


NEED A 
NEW KEY? 


Whether it's a spare key for your 
car or a replacement for one 
that's lost, we stock keys and 
remotes for most cars and vans. 


Give us a call. 


Most cars may have several keys programmed to the 
immobiliser and you only have one of them, when we supply 
and program a key to your new car, we can usually erase all 
the old keys and only program back the keys that you 
now own for your peace of mind. 

We provide a while-you-wait service for most car keys 
(although some may take a little longer than others) and 
can also supply transponder chips, pin codes, security codes 
and Renault key cards. 

Opening times Monday to Friday 8am to 5pm 
Saturdays 9am to 1 pm (appointment only) 


Autotechnix Southampton Ltd 
63 Alexandra Road Shirley Southampton SOI5 5DH 

023 8048 5707 

www.autotechnix.co.uk 


into 
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Christmas at Beamish 


The magic of Christmas-past 
3 days from £189.00,16 December 2016 

Experience all the magic of Christmas-past as you join us on a wonderful festive 
break that has as its highlight the opportunity to step back in time at the 
award-winning Beamish Open Air Museum, as well as the chance to soak up the 
atmosphere of historic York, where the cobbled streets around the Minster are 
dressed in their seasonal finery. 

Highlights & inclusions 

• A visit with entrance to Beamish 
Open Air Museum 

• A visit to York Christmas market 

• Two nights’ three-star standard 
dinner, bed and English breakfast 


hotel accommodation in the North 
East area 

• Coach travel from the local area 

• Escorted by a friendly tour manager 


Call 


0330 160 7751 


QUOTE 

NCS 


visit www.newmarket.travel/ncsl9528 


These holidays are organised 
& operated by Newmarket 
Promotions Ltd. ABTA V787X. 
Subject to availability. Single 
supplements apply. Standard 
phone charges. 


ffiABTA 


MAKE A WILL FORTNIGHT 

WITH 

Countess Mountbatten Hospice Charity 

Countess Mountbatten Hospice Charity is holding a 

Make a Will Fortnight from 23rd May - 3rd June 2016. During this 
time, local solicitors have agreed to waive their fees for writing 
basic wills in return for a donation to the charity. 

For more information, please call 02380 475345 or visit 
cmhcharity.org.uk/makeawill. To book your will appointment, 
please contact the solicitor of your choice from the list below. 


Location 
Bishops Waltham 
Bitterne 

Chandlers Ford 

Eastleigh 

Hedge End 

Segensworth 

Southampton 

Southampton 

Southampton 

Southampton 

Totton 

Whitley 

Winchester 


Solicitors Firm 
Driver Belcher 
Eric Robinson 
Eric Robinson 
Knight Poison 
Eric Robinson 
Jasper Vincent 
Abels 

Footner & Ewing 
Jasper Vincent 
Sousa Richards 
Underwood 
Lawcomm 
Eric Robinson 


Contact 

Jenny Walker 
Vanessa Fielding 
Rhiannon Stonehouse 
Carolyn Russell 
Richard Wallace Lower 
Emma Beckhurst 
Rika McMonnies 
Nathan Metcalfe 
Emma Beckhurst 
Charlotte Goodson 
Hans Davies 
David Roper 
Christopher Bull 


Phone number 


01489 

02380 

02380 

02380 

01489 

01489 

02380 

02380 

02380 

02380 

02380 

01489 

01962 


892101 

425000 

254676 

644822 

788922 

885788 

220317 

332991 

633225 

713060 

871479 

864137 

897893 


Kevin Dye from Verisona Law will be writing wills at CMH Charity 
on 24th & 25th May. To book, call the charity office on 02380 475345 


Thank you to the above local firms of solicitors for supporting CMHC's 
Make a Will Fortnight 2016 



/IHC's . , 

V 


Countess Mountbatten Hospice Charity, Botley Road, West End, Southampton, Hampshire, SO30 3JB 

Registered Charity Number 1123304 


BREAKTHROUGH CARPET 
FITTING SERVICE IS. 

THE STRESS-LESS WAY TO REPLACE YOUR CARPETS. 


YOU CAN NOW HAVE NEW FITTED CARPETS IN YOUR HOME, 
BUT WITHOUT THE NIGHTMARE OF CLEARING YOUR ROOM IN 
PREPARATION, INCLUDING FIVE FREE ESSENTIAL EXTRAS. 


A fter years of accepting traditional carpet 
fitting methods, customers just like you, are 
now choosing the smart way to have new 
carpets. Never again will you need to empty 
your room of furniture, and take up your old carpet 
ready for the fitters just to walk in and roll out your 
new carpet. Let's be frank here, if you're paying for a 
job to be done, you shouldn't be expected to do more 
than half the work yourself. It would be like eating 
at a nice restaurant, paying for your meal and then 
washing up. 

Five free extra bonuses for you 

Feature Flooring and Carpets not only removes and 
repositions your furniture, but will also uplift and 
take away your old floor coverings, secure any loose 


or squeaky floorboards, expertly fit your carpet and 
will also trim doors to fit over your new carpets, and 
then vacuum, bag up, and remove all rubbish and off 
cuts. Leaving you with nothing to do but put back 
your ornaments and photographs and then enjoy your 
carpet for years to come. 

A note from a customer 

We would like to acknowledge the exemplary service 
you provided us. 

We are extremely happy with the work you have done 
throughout our house. 

We delighted with the finished product but guidance, 
support and advice you provided throughout was 
invaluable to us. 


It really made what was a fairly daunting task at the 
start, a trouble-free and straightforward process. 
Mr and Mrs G. Lyndhurst 
Just one thing for you to do now 
Call Freephone, e mail or a good old fashioned letter is 
all that it takes, to arrange a free home visit for you to 
choose from over 997 carpets and vinyls, from 11 top 
manufacturers, always in stock whichever carpet you 
need for your home they have a range of quality and 
prices including the least and the most expensive and 
finally rid yourself of your old carpets that you've been 
thinking of changing for years and do it the stress-less 
way, and for the same price as fitting in an empty 
room. With a unique 100% guarantee of satisfaction. 
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West End come on strong to secure Prom title 


AFC West End defeated ti¬ 
tle rivals Sholing to win 
the City of Southampton 
Sunday Football League’s 
Premier Division title. 

West End overcame Shol¬ 
ing in a winner takes all 
match, writes Tom Brooks. 

The two teams went into 
the game level on equal 
points, but AFC West End 
emerged 2-0 victors thanks 
to second half goals from 
Craig Harding and Mason 
Baptiste. 

In Junior Division 6, 
Nursling took a giant step 
towards the title thanks to 
a 10-1 thrashing of rock 
bottom FC Woolston. 

The prolific Wade Wilson 
smashed five goals, with 
Callum Skipp (2), Brad 
Frampton, Marlee Greene 
and Mike McLeod also net¬ 
ting. Ben Cozens replied. 
Five-goal Wade Wilson, right. Elsewhere in Junior 6, 



Winsor Sports ran out 6-0 
winners against AFC Car¬ 
nival, scoring three goals 
in each half. 

Aaron Knappett (2), Mar¬ 
cus Buchan, Alex Sellwood, 
Liam Dwyer and Spenser 
Haysom all netted in a win 
that keeps Winsor in the 
hunt for the title. 

A Rich Brown hat-trick 
helped Chamberlayne Ath¬ 
letic Reserves to a 6-1 vic¬ 
tory at Bishop Waltham 
Dynamos. 

Louis Lemessieur (2) and 
Adam Smith also scored for 
Chamberlayne. 

There were goals galore 
in Junior Division 5, with 
both games containing at 
least seven goals. 

JSC thrashed Bridge 
Manor 6-1, thanks to hat 
tricks from Matt Pile and 
Jamie Butler. Eddie Car¬ 
ling replied. 


AFC Spitfire put seven 
past Sporting Compass to 
keep their slim title hopes 
alive. Matt Coulthard and 
Neil Philpotts both netted 
twice, with David Wrezel, 
Joe McCann and Steve Wil¬ 
son also scoring. Adam Ta¬ 
hir replied. 

In Junior Division 4, 
Hunters Inn beat Hedge 
End City 6-1. After Hunt¬ 
ers rushed into a 5-0 lead at 
half time, Hedge End man¬ 
aged to restore dignity in 
the second half, with Ryan 
Sevier scoring. 

Henry Rule, Rob Pearce, 
Dan Lace, Tim Fielder, Jack 
Solloway and Tom Munday 
all scored in the thrashing. 

Lyndhurst JFC leap¬ 
frogged Forest Home, after 
beating them 3-1 thanks to 
goals from Nick Malcolm, 
Lee Stickland and Ben Ber¬ 
tram. Lee James replied. 


Itchen secure national title 
for a third consecutive year 


ITCHEN are the English Col¬ 
leges’ national women’s 
champions for a third suc¬ 
cessive year. 

They retained the trophy at Bir¬ 
mingham City’s St Andrew’s Stadi¬ 
um with a 5-4 win over Wyke College 
- the Hull-based side they thrashed 
8-2 in last season’s one-sided final at 
Walsall. 

Hat-trick hero Beth Norman and 
two-goal Payton Howard were Itch- 
en’s heroes, writes Mike Vimpany. 

Itchen were a goal up inside two 
minutes - Norman forcing a corner 
which strike partner Payton Howard 
converted. 

But any thoughts of a repeat of the 
2015 final, when six-goal Millie Far¬ 
row (now on loan at Bristol City) ran 
amok, were quickly erased as Wyke 
wiped out the deficit to steal a 2-1 
lead, albeit against the general run 
of play. 

The pace and industry of strikers 
Norman and Howard were causing 
all sorts of problems for the Wyke 
defence, and parity was eventually 
restored just before the break when 
Howard calmly rounded the goal¬ 
keeper to equalise. 

Pace 

Itchen were utilising the pace of 
the strikers by playing balls over the 
very high line of the Wyke defence - a 
strategy which paid dividends again 
on the hour-mark when Norman 
scored to give the Sholing team a 3-2 
lead. 

Once again Wyke responded, the 
impressive Misty Russell completing 
her hat-trick to level the scores again 
in what was turning out go be a pul¬ 
sating match. 

As the game entered the final stag¬ 
es both teams were carrying a goal 
threat, but it was Itchen who always 
looked the more likely to score. 

Two more excellent late strikes 
from the prolific Beth Norman sealed 
the win, and although Wyke scored a 
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Itchen girls line-up, above. Payton Howard, below left, and hat-trick hero 
Beth Norman 


consolation goal with virtually the 
last kick of the game, Itchen’s third 
successive national title was never 
seriously threatened. 

Coach Steve Perkins was naturally 
delighted with Itchen’s hat-trick of 
national titles. 

“The girls have worked really hard 
this year. 

“They have improved so much. 

“The ladies football here is a well- 
respected element of the college’s 
Academy of Sport, and they enjoy 
showing the boys what they can do! 


“Winning three consecutive 
ECFA national titles is a huge 
achievement.” 

The national success crowns a 
hugely successful season for an 
Itchen team that has also secured 
a Hampshire Colleges’ league and 
cup double. 

Perkins added: “The future is 
bright for the girls, with some se¬ 
curing sports scholarships in the 
USA, whilst others are hoping 
to get involved with the planned 
Southampton FC ladies team.” 




Sacked: Nigel Adkins 


Wilder in 
at Blades 

SHEFFIELD United co-owner 
Kevin McCabe was delighted 
to land Chris Wilder as the 
club’s new manager - having 
feared he was due to sign for 
Charlton under his nose. 

McCabe was watching the 
Blades’ under-18s at The 
Valley on Monday evening 
when then-Northampton boss 
Wilder appeared to be on the 
verge of filling the Addicks’ 
own vacancy having been 
granted permission to speak 
with them. 

However, just three days 
later and hours after ex-Saint 
Nigel Adkins had been 
sacked, self-confessed 
United fan Wilder became the 
ninth permanent manager in 
as many years at Bramall 
Lane. 

“Chris Wilder’s been on the 
list as a would-be Sheffield 
United manager for probably 
four or five years, he’s been 
observed,” McCabe 
explained. 

“This time around, when the 
final decision was made that 
really we should look to 
change, it was bizarrely 
coincidental. 

“I went to watch the under- 
18s play Charlton and I was at 
The Valley hearing Charlton 
saying that Chris was (going 
to be) their new manager so it 
was coincidental. 

“It was coincidence that led 
to him zooming down to 
London to see me for a long, 
working session and 
concluding a deal there and 
then. 

“I didn’t need to talk to him 
about the club, he 
understands the club. Of 
course he understands we 
want promotions, plural, in a 
sensible period of time. 

“I had only one manager on 
my mind. Some big names 
had been made indirectly but 
there was one guy we 
wanted.” 

The job Wilder did in 
guiding Northampton to the 
Sky Bet League Two title, 
despite off-field struggles 
which saw them almost go to 
the wall, has made him 
in-demand this summer. 

Charlton were not the only 
club after his services and 
Wilder revealed he snubbed 
Championship interest. 

“I’ve made brave decisions 
in my career as a manager 
and this is a brave one,” 
added Wilder, who also 
announced ex-Saint Billy 
Sharp will be his new captain. 

Despite having the largest 
budget in the third tier last 
term, Adkins could only steer 
the Blades to 11th in the 
table, eight points adrift of 
the play-offs, meaning Wilder 
will take charge of a team 
spending a sixth straight year 
at that level. 
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Amazing Grace: Jenman double secures cup success 



SOUTHAMPTON Saints Girls Under-14s 
lifted the Hampshire Cup for the second 
year running after beating Fleet Town 3-0 
at Winklebury. 

Any Fleet hopes were quickly dashed 


as Saints got on top early on, taking an 
eighth-minute lead through striker Grace 
Jenman. 

Saints added a second goal on 22 
minutes, Kia Anteney on target. 


Fleet tried to work a way back in to the 
final but were restricted to a few 
speculative efforts which failed to muster 
any real threat on goal. 

Saints, who have also won their 


Winchester League title and are in the 
cup final, finished the half stronger and 
Jenman’s sheer persistence and hard 
work paid dividends when she scored her 
second. 


SHH0T-0UT HEARTBREAK 
FOR COMEBACKING KINGS’ 



Kings’ of Winchester suffered 
the heartbreak of a penalty 
shoot-out loss which de¬ 
cided their English Schools’ 
FA Under-16 Girls’ Cup final 
against St Bede’s at Man¬ 
chester City’s Etihad Acad¬ 
emy Stadium. 

They lost 5-3 on spot kicks, having 
staged a magnificent recovery from 
3-0 down in normal time to lead 4-3 
- only to be mugged by a last gasp 
equaliser which gave their Black- 
burn-based opponents a 4-4 draw. 

Whilst Kings’ played some fine foot¬ 
ball in the opening stages they found 
themselves three down at the break 
due to the incisive counter attacking 
and clinical finishing of St Bede’s. 

The game looked to be running 
away from Kings’ until an incredible 
second-half comeback turned the 
game on its head. 

A long range free-kick from Kate 
Wiseman lit the fuse for the come¬ 
back just a few minutes in to the sec¬ 
ond period. 

Inspired by a dominant midfield 
performance and some fine saves 
from Emilia Halfpenny Kings’ took 
complete control of the game. 

Top scorer Stella Gandee Morgan 
began to assert herself on the match 
and pulled a second goal back with a 
fine 25-yard strike on 52 minutes. 

Gandee Morgan drew Kings’ level 
from long range and then put them 
in to a 4-3 lead with another powerful 
strike. 

It was comic book stuff as the 250 
travelling supporters - and the pupils 
and staff watching a live stream back 
at school in Winchester - spent the fi¬ 
nal five minutes with fingers crossed 


hoping that Kings’ could hold on to 
an incredible victory 
Sadly for them, with only 10 sec¬ 
onds remaining on the clock, a St 
Bede’s corner curled directly in via 


the back post. 

Premier League referee Neil Swar- 
brick immediately brought the game 
to an end and in the absence of an 
extra time period the team headed 


straight to penalties. 

A Kings’ penalty striking the bar 
was the only blemish in the shoot¬ 
out, which culminated in a 5-3 vic¬ 
tory for the Blackburn school. 


Final set to 
break record 

THE SSE Women’s FA Cup 
final is set to see a record 
crowd as Chelsea Ladies 
and Arsenal Ladies battle for 
Wembley glory on Saturday. 

A host of England 
internationals will be 
involved, as the first 
silverware of the women’s 
season is up for grabs. 

Chelsea are defending their 
league and FA Cup titles this 
term. In Emma Hayes they 
have one of just two female 
managers in the women’s top 
flight. Arsenal are bossed by 
Spaniard Pedro Martinez 
Losa. 

Here, the Sports Pink takes 
a look at the contest. 

I hear this is a big deal. So 
why will Wembley be half- 
empty? 

Look at it that way if you 
like, but do not ignore that 
the expected 33,000-plus 
crowd is an astonishing 
improvement on the 4,988 
that saw Arsenal crush Bristol 
3-0 in the 2013 final. That 
game was played in 
Doncaster, but the FA and the 
sponsors have since pushed 
the match onto the biggest 
stage in English football. 
Consider, too, that each club 
typically attracts under 2,000 
fans to home games, and that 
the match has become a 
honeypot, attracting 
supporters from across the 
women’s game. 

So where can I see it? 

You could cough up £15 for 
an adult ticket, and take 
children along for free. Or it 
is on BBC One from 1.30pm. 

But isn’t the women’s game 
a bit of a joke? 

You are the one who must 
be kidding. Remember the 
World Cup run last summer, 
and how the Lionesses won 
the nation’s affections? Well, 
a host of England’s heroes 
from Canada 2015 will be in 
action on Saturday, including 
the Lionesses’ penalty ace 
Fara Williams, who stars in 
the Arsenal midfield, and 
Chelsea’s young striker Fran 
Kirby. 

I have heard of Kirby. 

Wasn’t she nicknamed ‘Mini 
Messi’ during the World Cup? 

That is right. The tag was 
bestowed upon her by 
England boss Mark Sampson 
after a classy strike against 
Mexico. 

So who will win, and what is 
the long-term vision? 

Chelsea start as strong 
favourites. They have made a 
100 per cent start to their 
league campaign, and are 
benefitting from owner 
Roman Abramovich and 
chairman Bruce Buck 
throwing their backing behind 
the team. The FA believes 
Women’s Premier League 
games could draw crowds of 
3,000-5,000 on a regular 
basis in five years’ time. 

What would John Terry say? 

He is a big Chelsea Ladies 
fan; he is the club president. 
Do not expect to see him in 
full kit if the team carry off the 
trophy, though. 
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Hants director of cricket: Vince’s first ton was his best knock 



James Vince on WT20 debut 


JAMES Vince’s 119 against 
Yorkshire at Headingley, in 
front of national selector James 
Whitaker, helped clinch his place 
in England’s side for the first 
Test against Sri Lanka on the 
same ground. 

But, for director of cricket Giles 
White, it was not the best of 
Vince’s 17 first-class centuries, 
writes Simon Walter. 

When asked to pick out his top 
Vince knock, White instantly 
recalls the 25 year-old’s maiden 
first-class hundred, his 180 
against Yorkshire at Scarborough 
in August 2010. 

It was a stellar performance, a 
stylish coming of age at just 19. 

“That was a fantastic innings,” 
says White. “We were in trouble 


against a good attack but what 
impressed me was how he struck 
the ball and put the bad balls 
away to the boundary.” 

Vince arrived at the crease with 
Hampshire 152-3 in reply to 
Yorkshire’s 322-9. 

He responded by helping 
Jimmy Adams set a new record of 
278 for Hampshire’s fourth 
wicket, hitting 24 fours and three 
sixes against Adil Rashid’s leg- 
spin, the last of which took the 
pair past the 40 year-old record 
of 263 between Roy Marshall and 
Danny Livingstone. 

“When his defensive game is in 
order he will make big scores,” 
continued White. “He’s very 
tough to bowl at, the margins for 
error are even smaller for 


bowlers when he’s in that sort of 
form. 

“But there have been many 
good innings. Even on debut 
against Notts he looked very at 
ease at that level.” 

It was a coruscating 
performance from Vince at 
Scarborough. He earned the 
respect of the knowledgeable 
crowd at North Marine Road, the 
most evocative of outgrounds 
where Hampshire legend Phil 
Mead scored double centuries 
for the MCC and for The Players v 
The Gentleman in a very different 
era. 

Vince may not trouble Mead’s 
record of for Hampshire but he 
will surely surpass the great 
man’s tally of 17 Test caps. 


Indeed, he could become 
Hampshire’s most successful 
England batsman. 

Kevin Pietersen and Robin 
Smith will take some beating. 
Pietersen scored 5,306 runs at 
47.08 in 66 Tests as a Hampshire 
player (out of 8,181 at 47.28), 
while Robin Smith made 4,236 
runs at 43.67 in his 62 Tests. 

At 25 and 24 on their debuts, 
they were a similar age to Vince 
who, as Hampshire archivist Dave 
Allen has pointed out, will 
become the most-capped, 
English-born Hampshire cricketer 
when he surpasses Mead’s 17. 

He is also only the third official 
Hampshire captain to play for the 
county after ‘Teddy’ Wynyard and 
Lionel Tennyson. 


White: No.5 is the perfect 
spot for Vince’s Test debut 



James Vince playing for England Lions against Pakistan A during the winter (C. Whiteoak) 


BATTING at No5 against Sri 
Lanka on home soil is the 
perfect Test debut for James 
Vince. 

That is the view of Hampshire di¬ 
rector of cricket Giles White, who 
has known Vince since he began 
playing for the county’s academy side 
a decade ago, writes Simon Walter. 

It was during his first full season as 
Hampshire head coach, in June 2009, 
that White gave Vince his Hampshire 
debut against Nottinghamshire at 
The Ageas Bowl. 

After making 13 at No4 in Hamp¬ 
shire’s first innings, Vince top-scored 
at No5 with a classy 75 (116 balls, 13 
fours) on the final day against an 
attack including the likes of Luke 
Fletcher, Charlie Shreck, Darren Pat- 
tinson and Samit Patel. 

At one point Vince threatened to 
help save a game that Hampshire 
would lose by 191 runs. 

Seven years later, he is set for his 
latest debut in the longer form, 
against the Sri Lankans at Heading- 
ley on Thursday 

White said: “It’s very exciting, 
hopefully he can start well. It’s not a 
bad team to play against up front and 
batting at five will suit him well. 

“It’s a great opportunity for him.” 

Vince had been touted as a con¬ 
tender at No 3 before Nick Compton 
retained his place in the side. 

When you’re offered an interna¬ 
tional debut you take whatever is 
put in front of you and I wouldn’t 
have been concerned if he’d batted at 
three, he’s shown he can cope with a 
moving ball,” continued White. “But 
if the top four have done their job, 
five is a very good place to bat.” 

Vince has been on England’s radar 
for many years. 

After playing 18 matches for the 
U19s (two Tests, 16 limited-overs) 
alongside the likes of Joe Root, Jos 
Buttler and Ben Stokes, he played 43 
matches in four years for the Eng¬ 
land Lions, who he captained against 
Pakistan A earlier this year. 

But White believes the selectors 
have picked Vince at the right time. 

“Before now might have been 
too early, he’s had times when he’s 
dipped, his four-day game has been a 
little up and down,” said White, who 


dropped Vince in 2012. 

Last year, for example, he didn’t get 
going early on. But I sense the tim¬ 
ing’s right. He’s going into a good 
England side, everything is positive.” 

White was not surprised when 
Vince got the call from selector 
James Whitaker during the final day 
of the County Championship defeat 
against Lancashire at Old Trafford 
on Wednesday. 

Vince had already been touted as 
the man to replace James Taylor, 
whose enforced retirement due to a 


rare heart condition created a gap at 
No5, by several cricket correspond¬ 
ents. 

“England communicate very well 
from the chairman of selectors all 
the way through, so having spoken to 
them a lot in early season, we had an 
inkling [that Vince would be called 
up],” added White. 

“But you never really know until 
the squad is announced.” 

Batting coach Tony Middleton 
has been the defining influence on 
Vince’s career and, fittingly, is likely 


to be at Headingley to see his protege 
make his Test debut. 

“I’m sure the chairman and chief 
executive will also be there but we 
want Tony to be there,” continued 
White. “As batting coach, he’s been a 
big influence on Vincey throughout 
his time at Hampshire. 

“He’s done a wonderful job and 
should be very proud of his input 
into James’s career.” 

White will be appointing a new 
Hampshire captain at the beginning 
of next week. 


Hampshire Cricket fixtures 
2016 


APRIL 

4-6 Cardiff MCCU (h) 
Hampshire 369-8 dec (J 
Weatherley 83,TAIsop 82, L 
McManus 68) & 126-3, Cardiff 
UCCE 258-9 (M Crane 3-70) & 
79-1. Drawn. 

10-13 Warwickshire (h) SCC 
Hampshire 202 (R McLaren 
85) & 185-5 (L Dawson 50no), 
Warwickshire 369 (J 
Tomlinson 3079, F Edwards 
3-102). Drawn 

17-20 Yorkshire (a) SCC 
Yorkshire 593-9 dec & 183-8 
(J Tomlinson 3-31), 
Hampshire 453 (S Ervine 123, 
J Vince 119, A Wheater 62, R 
McLaren 55no). Drawn 


MAY 

1-4 Middlesex (h) SCC 
Hants 336 (M Carberry 107, 
L Dawson 89) & 290-5 dec (J 
Adams 70, A Wheather 57no, 
R McLaren 46no), Middlesex 
361 (J Tomlinson 4-74, R 
McLaren 4-74) & 55-2. Drawn. 

8-11 Lancashire (a) SCC 
Hants 109 & 253 (Kerrigan 
5-59)), Lancs 456 (Procter 
137, Best 5-50). Lost by an 
innings and 94 runs. 

22- 25 Nottinghamshire (h) 
SCC 

27 Middlesex (Uxbridge) 
T20 

29 Middlesex (a, TBC) SCC 
JUNE 

2 Kent(h) T20 

3 Glamorgan (a) T20 
5 Essex (h) RLODC 

7 Middlesex (Radlett CC) 
RLODC 

8 Kent (a) T20 (f) 

14 Gloucestershire (a) 
RLODC (f) 

15 Surrey (h) RLODC (f) 

17 Sussex (h) T20 (f) 

19 Somerset (a) T20 

24 Essex (a) T20 (f) 

25 Gloucestershire (h) T20 
26-29 Somerset (h) SCC 

JULY 

1 Surrey (a) T20 (f) 

3- 6 Durham (a) SCC 
8 Essex (h) T20 (f) 

10-13 Warwickshire (a) SCC 
14 Glamorgan (h)T20 (f) 
17-20 Surrey (h) SCC 
22 Middlesex (h) T20 (f) 

26 Kent (h) RLODC (f) 

27 Sussex (a) RLODC (f) 

29 Somerset (h) T20 (f) 

31 Glamorgan (Swansea) 

RLODC 

AUGUST 

2 Somerset (h) RLODC (f) 

4- 7 Lancashire (h) SCC 
8-11 T20 quarter-finals 
13-16 Nottinghamshire (a) 

SCC 

17-18 RLODC quarter-finals 

20 T20 Finals Day 
(Edgbaston) 

23- 26 Somerset (a) SCC 
31-3 Yorkshire (h) SCC 

SEPTEMBER 
6-9 Surrey (a) SCC 
17 RLODC final 
20-23 Durham (h) SCC 


Key 

SCC: Specsavers County 
Championship 
T20: Natwest T20 Blast 
RLODC: Royal London One- 
Day Cup 
(f): Floodlit 
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England are out to set 
Test record straight 



ENGLAND will be out to set the 
record straight against Sri Lan¬ 
ka in a three-Test series which 
begins next Thursday. 

Here, the Sports Pink identifies five 
talking points for the battles ahead: 

ENGLAND TARGET CLEAN 
SWEEP 

Alastair Cook’s team are up to fourth 
in the new International Cricket Coun¬ 
cil rankings - and after their victory 
over South Africa last winter, two more 
successes this summer will mean they 
will be the current trophy holders in all 
bi-lateral series, Sri Lanka had the very 
marginal edge in 2014, and of course Pa¬ 
kistan held sway 2-0 in the UAE before 
Christmas - but England have an early 
chance to address that on home soil. 
The success or otherwise of the ECB’s 
hopes of implementing a points system 
across the formats may sometime soon 
add an extra dimension - although that 
embryonic idea is more likely to cap¬ 
ture the imagination down the line, 
when other factors also fall into place. 
In the present, England’s management 
rarely miss a trick to uncover an ex¬ 
tra motivational edge, and setting the 
target of bi-lateral superiority over all 
nine Test-playing opponents is a nice 
manoeuvre. 

ALL CHANGE FOR SRI 
LANKA? NOT REALLY 

The departures of linchpin great bats¬ 
men Kumar Sangakkara and Mahela 
Jayawardene since Sri Lanka’s last 
visit to England points to a transitional 
phase for the tourists. Angelo Mathews 
certainly has plenty on his plate to fuse 
and galvanise the talents of a develop¬ 
ing team in unfamiliar climes. In fact, 
though, more than half of the 17 who 
arrived in England last week were also 
here for Sri Lanka’s 1-0 series win two 
years ago. Of the team that beat Eng¬ 
land at Headingley, only Sangakkara 
and Jayawardene are missing. The re¬ 
mainder - albeit with 235 runs from the 
veteran duo in Leeds - were too good 
for their hosts last time, and all can be 
expected to have improved with age. Sri 
Lanka’s batting looks vulnerable, no 
doubt, and much depends on Mathews. 
But their attack should definitely test 
England again. 

CARRY ON COOK 

At 31, England’s captain is just 36 runs 
short of becoming this country’s first 
to reach 10,000. Should he do so against 
Sri Lanka, he will depose Sachin Ten¬ 
dulkar as the youngest to achieve the 
feat. That fact alone begs other ques¬ 
tions. How far can Cook go? Could he 
become the world’s all-time leading 
runscorer? Take an average 10 Tests 
a year, hazard a guess Cook may have 
another five years in him, and factor 
in a current average in the high 40s - it 
is not unreasonable then to estimate 
there could be between 4,000 and 5,000 
runs to come yet. The upper range of 
that takes him towards 15,000 ... 921 
short of Tendulkar, but more than 1,000 
above everyone else. With a longer-term 
future far from assured in which Test 
cricket is played so often, it is not en¬ 
tirely impossible Cook could end up the 
world’s leading runscorer. 


BUT WHO IS AT THE OTHER 
END? 

This is a more vexed question, and one 
which has bugged England ever since 
Andrew Strauss’ retirement in 2012. We 
are nearing double-figures of those who 
have tried and, if not entirely failed, 
then mustered only a modicum of suc¬ 
cess as Cook’s opening partner. England 
will be reluctant to move on or recycle 
again just yet. But with a potential cast 
list ranging from incumbent Alex Hales, 
previous protagonists Sam Robson and 
Adam Lyth on to the as yet untried such 
as Alex Lees, Cook’s Essex team-mate 
Nick Browne or Daniel Bell-Drummond, 
it will be fascinating to discover how - 


or how often - the top of the team sheet 
changes this summer. 

COOL IT, LADS 

A year ago, New Zealand undoubtedly 
helped to set the tone for a rollicking 
Ashes summer. Adventurous cricket 
was allied to fine sportsmanship, and 
proved contagious. Twelve months pre¬ 
viously, though, there was a definite 
niggle in the air between Sri Lanka and 
England. Mathews plays the game hard, 
and Cook’s stubbornness has often 
served him and his country admirably 
too. That is all well and good, but the 
spirit of 2015, rather than 2014, is on the 
wish-list. 


Sri Lanka returning to 
where they completed 
first victory in England 


SRI Lanka will be coming back 
to the scene of one of their 
most memorable triumphs in 
next week’s first Investec test 
at Headingley. 

It was there, of course, in 
2014 that they consolidated the 
last-ditch defiance of their nail- 
biting draw at Lord’s to pull off 
their first series victory in 
England. 

The great Muttiah 
Muralitharan had previously 
bowled the tourists to a 
commanding one-off test win at 
The Oval at the end of the last 
century - but not until 
Shaminda Eranga bounced out 
James Anderson with the 
penultimate delivery of the 
match in Leeds, had Sri Lanka 
chalked up true series success 
in this country. 

There have been notable 
changes in both camps in the 
intervening two years. 

Angelo Mathews is still 
leading the tourists, but these 
days without the reassuring 
presence of Sri Lanka’s two 
master batsmen. 

Kumar Sangakkara and 
Mahela Jayawardene have both 
retired from international 
cricket, leaving Mathews the 
linchpin and badly needing to 
lead from the front. 

At his disposal otherwise, he 
has the same bowling attack - 
minus perhaps Dhammika 
Prasad, who injured his 
shoulder in the tour opener 
against Essex at Chelmsford - 
with which to try to tame 
England again. 

If Sri Lanka must regroup, 
England will begin their test 
summer with hopes high of 
further progress after their 
victory in South Africa. 

They too have issues to 
address, however. 

Even in the aftermath of that 
2-1 win in January, Alastair 
Cook was warning more 
consistent runs will be 
expected from the top order. 

The captain, on the brink of 
becoming this country’s first to 
10,000 test runs, did not excuse 
himself from that bracket - 
although he and the prolific Joe 
Root stand apart as the most 
reassuring presences in a top 
five who otherwise have points 
to prove. 

Those entrusted for next 
week’s first test at Headingley - 
Alex Hales as Cook’s opening 
partner, Nick Compton given 
another chance at number 
three and Hampshire debutant 
James Vince at five - will all 
need to repay the faith 
quickly. 


Vince, of course, has most 
leeway as he tries to make his 
way in test cricket for the first 
time. 

But for Hales, after his patchy 
maiden series in South Africa, 
and Compton - whose 
sometimes dour approach tests 
others’ patience, if not his own 
- the time may be now or never. 

Both have benefited perhaps 
from a lack of credible 
alternatives who are fit and in 
form, while coach Trevor 
Bayliss’ preferred method of 
giving players a proper 
opportunity before discarding 
them is also at play. 

England’s bowling, even with 
the injured Mark Wood 
unavailable, is more 
established - with the 
uncapped Jake Ball in the 12 
but highly likely to be the 
understudy as fit-again Steven 
Finn returns as third seamer 
behind evergreen James 
Anderson and Stuart Broad. 

For Bayliss’ second summer 
in charge, the signs are broadly 
positive, then, after a winter of 
improvement and last year’s 
rollercoaster Ashes success. 

Like Cook, though, he will be 
well aware the top-order 
uncertainty could return to 
haunt England against 
opponents who were good 
enough to take advantage of a 
new regime last time as Peter 
Moores’ short-lived second 
tenure as national coach got off 
to a shaky start. 

It was Prasad who did the 
damage back then, on the 
fourth evening in Leeds as 
England sank to a second- 
innings 57 for five, in pursuit of 
350 - a position from which 
they could not quite extricate 
themselves, despite Moeen 
Ali’s defiant rearguard maiden 
hundred. 

It was an outcome too which 
left Cook, by his own 
subsequent admission, 
pondering his future as captain 
in the middle of a century 
drought. 

In more recent times, he has 
prospered again to put himself 
on the verge of more statistical 
history. 

Runs have also been in 
plentiful supply from England’s 
all-rounders further down the 
sheet over the past year, but 
top of their wish-list this 
summer must be more solidity 
from the specialist collective. 

In Hales, Compton and Vince 
they trust for now. 

If all three are still in situ in 
August, Cook and Bayliss really 
will be on a roll. 



England’s James Anderson at Lord’s 
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Mike Vimpany makes his predictions for this summer’s Southern Premier League Division 1 season 



Kevin Poulter returns for Hook & Newnham Basics after beating cancer 


BASINGSTOKE & North Hants 
seem to be the people’s 
choice to win Southern Pre¬ 
mier League, Division 1. 

But it might be a closer contest than 
many expect, as there are arguably 
five or six sides capable of beating 
each other on their day, Basingstoke 
included. 

With Mitchell Stokes at the helm - 
he virtually beat Sarisbury Athletic 
on his own last week with an amaz¬ 
ing boundary-strewn cnetury - Bas¬ 
ingstoke will be positive for sure. 

But the one-time Hampshire twen- 
ty20 pinch-hitter is carrying a po¬ 
tentially serious soccer related knee 
injury and his fitness is going to be 
one of on-going concern. 

On paper, the Bountymen prob¬ 
ably have the strongest squad, with 
Matt King’s return from Weybridge 

- he’s on the MCC YCs groundstaff 
at Lord’s and will play against Hamp¬ 
shire IIs next week - a definite boost. 

Chris Jolley’s arrival from Hartley 
Wintney has bolstered the middle-or¬ 
der batting and given Martyn James 
and Graham Porter a potent seam 
bowling partner. 

Sarisbury Athletic, whom the Boun¬ 
tymen edged past by two wickets last 
week, are in a state of transition hav¬ 
ing lost a whole plethora of players 
following last season’s Premier Divi¬ 
sion relegation. 

But with players of the calibre of 
skipper Matt Journeaux, Ricky Raw¬ 
lins, Basil Akram and the miserly 
Paul Jewell still about, they will re¬ 
main competitive. 

Harry Hovey’s arrival from Havant 
has raised an eyebrow or two. 

One of the heroes of last season’s 
Hampshire Under-17 ECB Cup win¬ 
ning team, Hovey should surely be 
plying his trade as a keeper/batsman 
in the Academy side? 

Bournemouth have been in SPL1 
for two seasons now and will feel the 
time in now right for a promotion 
push. 

They’ve certainly got enough play¬ 
ers - the engagement of Chris Park 
as player/coach has coincided with 
an influx of personnel at Chapel Gate 

- but skipper Martin Miller may need 
to buy time to bed everyone in. 

The batting may be a bit hit and 
miss - ex-Wimborne & Colehill open¬ 
er Ben Bridgen (74) and Park (59) 
got a large chunk of the Lions’ runs 
against OTs & Romsey last week - but 
Miller is spoiled for choice in the spin 
section. 

Teenage trio Robbie Pack, Dom 
Clutterbuck and Jem Warner are all 
handy twirlers, and will come into 
their own if Bournemouth get runs 
on the board. 

Spencer Champ, whose 41 wickets 
kept Hook & Newnham Basics in the 
title hunt until the final game last 
season, is in New Zealand - and his 
absence has weakened the Hook Ar¬ 
my’s threat. 

Teenager Ollie May, who HNB had 
pencilled in to replace him, subse¬ 
quently broken his collar bone in an 
RTA and may miss the whole sum¬ 
mer. 

It’s meant a call-up for Glenn Wil¬ 
liams to partner Shane Brewer, 
though Kevin Poulter’s return after 
beating cancer is a major plus for not 
only the left-armer, but also the club. 


Hook have the batting prowess to 
out-score anyone, but a 30-run open¬ 
ing day defeat at Rowledge wasn’t 
necessarily in skipper Matt Love’s 
plans, though the Army were a tad 
light. 

Rowledge, like Liphook & Ripsley 
(fourth in 2015), are among the sides 
that fly dangerously under the radar. 

It doesn’t look as though the Yates 
cousins will play much this summer 
and their absence has weakened the 
batting. 

But Ben Wish has recruited some 
useful local cricketers - and Sushant 
Balajee, an off-spin all-rounder from 
Wellington, New Zealand, could be a 
handy acquisition. 

Alongside tall Farnborough College 
left-arm spinner, the young Kiwi took 
three Hook wickets last week. 

Wish reckons a ‘win some, lose 
some’ summer lies ahead. 

Andover, now minus WA-bound 
Dave Taylor and the Augustus broth¬ 
ers, may need to rely on their New 
Zealander James O’Gorman, who 
is back for a second stint at London 
Road. 

O’Gorman has played a spot of 
provincial cricket for Canterbury in 
NZ since his last UK visit and made 
a half-century in last week’s eight- 
wicket defeat by Liphook. 

The Hooper brothers, Mat and Ali 
are at the helm for Andover, who 
were certainly handed a tough start 
when the fixtures were dished out. 

At home to Bournemouth today, An¬ 
dover also have Basingstoke and Sa¬ 
risbury Athletic on their May diary 

Harry Munt is happy for Liphook 


& Ripsley to remain out of the lime¬ 
light - except on match days ! 

Suman Ganguly continues as the 
lead player for an emerging East 
Hampshire side who can be a match 
for anyone and will be disappointed 
if they fail to win at least three of 
their opening four SPL1 games. 

They have recruited some use¬ 
ful young talent with teenage quick 
George Neave one to watch, provided 
he gets his radar right. 

If another teen, Fraser Hay comes 
off - as he did with 88 against Totton 
& Eling last week - Portsmouth could 
beat anyone. 

The hard hitting Western Austral¬ 
ian, from the same Melville stable as 
Adam Voges & co, hits the ball a long 
way and could do some damage, not 
only to opposition attacks, but also 
some out-buildings. 

With the Marston brothers coming 
back from university each week and 
Vickram Dawson a major influence 
with bat and ball, PCC might be one’s 
to watch. 

That leaves newly promoted Old 
Tauntonians & Romsey and Totton 
& Eling, the two clubs who could do 
well to avoid finishing in the bottom 
two. 

OTs haven’t strengthened at all fol¬ 
lowing last year’s SPL2 success - they 
‘surrendered’ the title to Portsmouth 
in the last hour of the season - and 
may be found wanting. 

Chris Wood’s injury - he had sur¬ 
gery on another knee injury this 
week - means OTR will fly without a 
pro. The Hampshire man is certainly 
out for two months. 


And Totton & Eling will take time 
to find their level following the latest 
player exodus. 

James Taylor and his emerging 
spin son Ethan should go well and 
there will be plenty of opportunities 
for the emerging Oli Perrin in both 
facets of the game. 

• Six Bashley (Rydal) cricketers 
look to cash in on their Andy Warhol 
moment when Dorset play Hamp¬ 
shire in a twenty20 challenge at the 
BCG on Thursday evening, 5pm. 

Bash skipper Michael Porter 
joins teammates John Digby, Tom 
Jacques, Jake Lilley, Sam Thomson 
and Luke Webb in the Dorset team. 

Lymington’s Ryan Scott is named, 
along with Bournemouth teens Rob¬ 
bie Pack and Jem Warner. 

The match is part of Hampshire’s 
preparations for the upcoming Nat- 
West T20 Bash. 

• Former Hampshire cricketer 
Joe Gatting hit six sixes off the final 
over of the Swardeston innings and 
finished with 160 not out off just 95 
balls in an ECB Royal London na¬ 
tional club championship second 
round tie against Ramsey. 

Swardeston, who frequently do 
well in ECB competitions, finished 
on 346-8 and bowled Ramsey out for 
126. 

Gatting, who also played Premier 
League cricket for Burridge last 
summer, was released from the 
Ageas Bowl staff at the end of last 
season and has since moved to Nor¬ 
wich to work at a school. 


Saints net 
a solid 
6th place 

SOUTHAMPTON Saints 
Ladies finished a creditable 
sixth in the South West 
Division of the Women’s FA 
Premier league. 

They were also crowned 
Southampton champions for 
the fifth consecutive year. 

Southampton Women FC 
won the Southern Regional 
First North Division and are 
now promoted to the 
Southern Region Premier. 
Team Solent came third while 
Winchester Flyers finished 
fourth. 

The Premier was won by 
Basingstoke Ladies. 

In their first year at the 
highest level available, the FA 
Premier Women’s League 
Reserve South, Southampton 
Saints Reserves finished 
seventh. This league was won 
by Brighton and runners-up 
were Tottenham Hotspur. 

The Hampshire County 
League top flight title is yet to 
be decided but is a straight 
fight between Warsash Wasps 
and AFC Boscombe. The 
latter are three points clear, 
but the Wasps have a game in 
hand and a marginally better 
goal difference. 

In Division 2, QK 
Southampton look set for 
relegation having only won a 
single league game. 

• The Winchester & District 
League Fixtures secretary 
Adee Chant and fellow 
committee members have 
done a great job again this 
season. 

Pompey won the U10 age 
range, with 13 wins from 15 
outings. Winchester Flyers 
were second. 

Outstanding 

Flyers U11 won their 
division with Southampton 
Saints runners-up. 

From U13s the girls moved 
up to nine-a-side and taking 
the league by storm were 
Peter Horne’s outstanding 
U12 side, Southampton 
Saints. 

After beating nearest rivals 
Widbrook 2-0, they are now 
13 points clear of all the other 
older teams and can’t be 
caught. 

Goals from Libby Mell and 
Katie Pakes were enough to 
see them crowned 
champions. 

Saints defended well 
throughout thanks to Lillie 
Hansford, Nicole Ryder, Ella 
Shergill, Kaylee Buckingham, 
Kira McClatchey and Mell. 

The U14 West Division has 
been close all season. But 
the youngest squad in the 
league have won out with a 
fixture to spare! 

AFC Boscombe U14 pushed 
them hard but finished 
second to Southampton 
Saints U13. 

Saints defeated Mudeford 
2-1 to be crowned champions, 
taking the spoils from a 
thrilling encounter. 

Larissa White scored both 
goals against Mudeford, 
opening the scoring from the 
penalty spot and then hitting 
a late winner. 
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Alresford 

Golf Club 


Great Course, Great 
Friends, Great Fun! 

• Limited number of vacancies 
for 5 and 7 day membership. 

• Categories for 18 - 30 yrs and 
practice range members. 

• Flexible payment options for 
joining fee and subscription. 

• Visitors green fees welcome 


Cheriton Road 
Tichborne Down 
Alresford 
Hampshire 
S024 0PN 

. V ' .. 

Tel: 01962 733746« 

Email: > > V , 

secretary@alresfordgolf.co.uk 

www.alresfordgolf.co.uk 
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Special Offer:' 

Georgian Door 
Fitted for only 

£529 

(7x66 or 7x7) 


* 


Special Offer: 
Horizontal Door 
Fitted for only 

£429 

(7x66 or 7x7) 


Composite 

£799 
plus vat, 

Fitted 


UPVC £550 
plus vat, 
Fitted 


All Types of Doors Supplied and 
Fitted 24/7 Repair Service 


Family Run Business-No Call Out Charge Free No Obligation Quotations 

FOREST GARAGE DOORS 


* 


Subject to a free on-site survey 
www.forestgaragedoors.co.uk 




Cheekatrade.com 

Where reputation matters 





01425 473446 














